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Arthur S. Davenport Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Public Relations & Development

A CBU Christmas 2025
California Baptist University

Diane Reasoner Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Interactive Communications

God’s Movement Across Arkansas BCM
Cassidy Higgins, Arkansas Baptist State Convention

M.E. Dodd Memorial Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Radio, Television, Film & Video

Baptist Children’s Village and Family 
Ministries Continuum of Care - Short
Chrystelle Thames and Emily-Kate Ford, The Baptist Children’s Village

Fon H. Scofield Award
for Exception Achievement in Photography

Week of Prayer
Max Powers, International Mission Board

Grand Prize Awards
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FRANK BURKHALTER Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Religious News Writing

Faith on the Field
Chad Austin, Biblical Recorder

Leonard Holloway Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Feature Writing

Ukraine: 3 years on
Eric Reed, Illinois Baptist

Albert McClellan Award
for Exceptional Achievement in Print Media & Design

Ampersand Calendar
René Zimny, Zimny Media

Grand Prize Awards
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Public relations & Development DIVISION

Total Public Relations or Development Campaign

Public Relations for Special Events

First Place
OBU Tradeshow Booth
OBU Marketing and Communications
Oklahoma Baptist University

First Place
A CBU Christmas 2025
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Second Place
Summit Ministry Marketing Plan 2025
Nicki Brooks
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
CP 100 Celebration
Lawrence Smith, Robin Cornetet, Frank Peer, and Marina Shelton
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Communications and/or Marketing Strategy

First Place
CBU Promotes Summer Camps on Campus
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Second Place
Baptist Children’s Village and Family Ministries Rebrand
Emily-Kate Ford and Chrystelle Thames
The Baptist Children’s Village
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Interactive Communications DIVISION

Web, organization or company: Single page

Web, event or promotion: Single page

Web, organization or company: Large site (25 pages or more)

First Place
KBC Resources
Marina Shelton
Kentucky Baptist Convention

First Place
Clergy Act Landing Page and Video
Karoline Chapman
GuideStone Financial Resources

First Place
Kentucky Baptist Convention Website
Marina Shelton
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
Baptist Press
Brandon Porter, Laura Erlanson, Diana Chandler, Scott Barkley
Baptist Press

Third Place
Beeson Website
Samford University Web Team and Neal Embry
Beeson Divinity School
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Interactive CommunicationS DIVISION

Web, event or promotion: Small site (2-24 pages)

Web, event or promotion: Large site (25 pages or more)

Social Media:  Single Post

First Place
Week of Prayer
IMB
International Mission Board

First Place
A New TNBaptist.org
TBMB Communications
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
God’s Movement Across Arkansas BCM
Cassidy Higgins
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Second Place
Easter Social Media Post
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Third Place
Magazine Santa
Sophie Rhoads and Mary Asta Mountain
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
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Email Marketing: Single Email

Email Marketing: Series

First Place
Arkansas Baptist eNewsmagazine
Arkansas Baptist News
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

First Place
TBMB Connected Email Marketing Series
Nicki Brooks
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Interactive CommunicationS DIVISION

Social Media:  Campaign or Event

First Place
Star Wars Basketball Night
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Second Place
Disaster Relief: 1 Year Post Hurricane Helene Social Media Campaign
Samantha Bligh
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
Equipped for the Kingdom
Mary Asta Mountain, Francesca Smyly, and Sophie Rhoads
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
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Video: Storytelling - 1-3 minutes

Video: Storytelling - More than 3 minutes

First Place
Fred & Casey Weymouth, #1: The Fix
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

Second Place
Jordan & Jessamy Adams: Higher Education
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

First Place
Let Us Not Grow Weary - Averett University Football Ministry Video
Jesse Stevens
Innovative Faith Resources

Second Place
Kentucky Today - Tornado Recovery in London, Kentucky
Frank Peer and Lawrence Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Third Place
Taking it to the Streets
Illinois Baptist Media
Illinois Baptist

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Storytelling - Less than 1 minute

First Place
CBU 75th Anniversary Video-short form
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Second Place
Troy & Chanel Gause, #2: A God - Sized Story (60 - second version)
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board
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Video: Promotion - 1-3 minutes

First Place
Baptist Children’s Village and Family Ministries Continuum of Care - Short
Chrystelle Thames and Emily-Kate Ford
The Baptist Children’s Village

Second Place
The Coastlands Are Waiting
Tristan Brink and Max Power
International Mission Board

Third Place
What is the Cooperative Program? Let’s ask the experts!
Neil Williams and Heather Penna
Texas Baptists

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Promotion - Less than 1 minute

First Place
Save More. Do More. Give More. With a Donor Advised Fund
Marcus Wehmuller and Adam Covington
WatersEdge
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Video: Promotion - More than 3 minutes

First Place
Baptist Children’s Village and Family Ministries Continuum of Care
Chrystelle Thames and Emily-Kate Ford
The Baptist Children’s Village

Second Place
Spain Vision Trip Video
Jesse Stevens
Innovative Faith Resources

Third Place
Freedom Beyond the Razor Wire
Chris Turner and David LaMar
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Event Coverage - Less than 1 minute

First Place
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief - Year in Review
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

Second Place
ABSC Convention Highlight 2025
Alexander Blankenship
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Third Place
ETBU Fall 2025 Commencement Event Coverage
Will Edwards
East Texas Baptist University
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Video: Event Coverage - 1-3 minutes

First Place
Giddy Up Wrap Video
WV Convention of Southern Baptists
West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists

Second Place
AI Conference Interviews
Alexander Blankenship
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Third Place
Pursue 2025 Recap
Mitchell Bruce
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Event Coverage - More than 3 minutes

First Place
Youth Evangelism Conference Highlight Video
Jesse Stevens
Innovative Faith Resources

Second Place
Send Relief Serve Tour Highlight Video
Jesse Stevens and Ishmael Labiosa
Innovative Faith Resources

Third Place
The Larson Family: Planting Hope in the Middle of Uncertainty
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board
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Video: Event - 1-3 minutes

First Place
Jesus is Better – Youth Evangelism Conference Intro Video
Jesse Stevens
Innovative Faith Resources

Second Place
Annual Meeting Kickoff
WV Convention of Southern Baptists
West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists

Third Place
PraiseWorks Photography Track Highlight 2025
Alexander Blankenship
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Event - More than 3 minutes

First Place
WatersEdge 25x25 - Mission Accomplished
Marcus Wehmuller and Adam Covington
WatersEdge

Second Place
30th Anniversary Video
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Third Place
Faith in the Marketplace Video
Office of University Communications
Union University
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Video: Instructional - Less than 3 minutes

First Place
VBS Training: Lifeway VBS with Tori Morris
Frank Peer
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Instructional - More than 3 minutes

First Place
VBS Training: Music and Worship at VBS
Frank Peer
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
Gospel Sharing with the 316 Bracelet
Alexander Blankenship
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Third Place
VBS Training: Recreation for VBS and Beyond
Frank Peer
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Video: Broadcast/Podcast - Overall Show

First Place
Good Morning, Lifeway
Good Morning, Lifeway Team
Lifeway Christian Resources

Second Place
The GC Collective Podcast - CSBC Overall Show
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention

Third Place
Ministry Conversations Podcast - Season 1
Neil Williams and Heather Penna
Texas Baptists

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Video: Broadcast/Podcast - Individual Episode

First Place
Good Morning, Lifeway: Christmas Special Edition
Good Morning, Lifeway Team
Lifeway Christian Resources

Second Place
The GC Collective, When Ministry Pulls in Two Directions
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention

Third Place
The GC Collective - Caring for Pastors’ Mental Health
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention
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Video: Special Effects

First Place
Intro Animation: Leadership Lessons with Todd Gray
Frank Peer
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION

Audio: Broadcast/Podcast - Overall Show

First Place
The GC Collective Podcast - CSBC Overall Show
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention

Second Place
New Churches podcast
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

Third Place
Reconstructing Faith podcast
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board



PAGE 15

Audio: Broadcast/Podcast - Individual Episode

First Place
The Not Alone Podcast - The Most Important Election of our Lifetime!
SBCV Media Team
Innovative Faith Resources

Second Place
Buddy Gray One Mission Podcast
Mitchell Bruce
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

Third Place
The Not Alone Podcast - What Can Ministries Learn From The Cracker 
Barrel Rebrand Fiasco?
SBCV Media Team
Innovative Faith Resources

Audio-visual Communications DIVISION
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Feature - Single

Feature: Series or Package

First Place
Raised into new life
Henry Durand
The Christian Index

Second Place
Flood - Texans On Mission (judges scored photo with more 5s overall)
Marc Ira Hooks
The Baptist Paper

Third Place
Laughter is the best medicine
Henry Durand
The Christian Index

First Place
Week of Prayer
Max Power
International Mission Board

Second Place
Baptist Press 2025 Annual Meeting Photo Coverage
Sonya Singh and Jim Veneman
Baptist Press

Third Place
OKC Bombing Anniversary Photos Feature - Series - Jacob King
Jacob King
Oklahoma Baptists - Baptist Messenger

Photography DIVISION
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News - Single

News: Series or Package

Promotional or Advertisement - Single

First Place
Redeemed & Commissioned
Evan Kennemer
Oklahoma Baptist University

Second Place
ETBU Photography News Single Softball Regional Champions
Alyssa Rummel
East Texas Baptist University

Third Place
Texas Flood Coverage
Marc Ira Hooks
The Baptist Paper

First Place
Texas Flood Coverage
Marc Ira Hooks
The Baptist Paper

Second Place
ETBU Photography News Series Women’s Basketball ASC Title
Sara Braun
East Texas Baptist University

First Place
Ground Level Reports
Marc Ira Hooks
The Baptist Paper

Photography DIVISION
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Event Coverage - Single

Event Coverage - Series

First Place
Prayer
Henry Durand
The Christian Index

Second Place
ETBU Photography Event Coverage Single Family Weekend
Sara Braun
East Texas Baptist University

Third Place
SBC Protest
Marc Ira Hooks
The Baptist Paper

First Place
ETBU Photo Event Series Downtown Disco
Will Edwards and Alyssa Rummel
East Texas Baptist University

Second Place
CP100
Henry Durand
The Christian Index

Third Place
Tanzania Baptist Convention Annual Meeting 2025
Neil Williams
Texas Baptists

Photography DIVISION
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Portrait - Environmental

Photo Essay

First Place
Portrait of Christine
Kathleen Sparks
International Mission Board

Second Place
Window to the Soul
Neil Williams
Texas Baptists

Third Place
ETBU Photography Environmental Portrait Jeremy Lewis
Will Edwards
East Texas Baptist University

First Place
Womens Trip to Zambia
Kathleen Sparks
International Mission Board

Second Place
A Higher Calling
Evan Kennemer
Oklahoma Baptist University

Third Place
Kentucky Baptists: Together for the Mission
Robin Cornetet
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Photography DIVISION
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Single Article - less than 750 words

Single Article - 750-1,500 words

First Place
Downtown Miami Church Revitalization: Christ Fellowship Restores a 
1896 Landmark
Keila Diaz
Florida Baptist Convention

Second Place
Eyes up, screens down: Phone free is becoming more common at youth 
events
Scott Barkley
Baptist Press

Third Place
Bell Witch Legend Has a Redemptive Turn
Zoe Watkins
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
Faith on the Field
Chad Austin
Biblical Recorder

Second Place
86-year-old takes 107th mission trip with IMB, but who’s counting
Sue Sprenkle
International Mission Board

Third Place
Baptism Stories that Go Beyond Numbers: Inside Iglesia Real’s Gospel 
Impact
Keila Diaz
Florida Baptist Convention

News Writing DIVISION
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Single Article - more than 1 ,500 words

Series or Package

First Place
Helene recovery
Henry Durand
The Christian Index

Second Place
Global Baptists Gather Down Under to Challenge Injustices and National-
ism
Brian Kaylor
Word&Way

Third Place
The Summit Church claims religious discrimination in zoning lawsuit
Chad Austin
Biblical Recorder

First Place
Eastern KY Flooding Series
Mark Maynard
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
GCR Records Unsealed, Available for Review
The Baptist Paper
The Baptist Paper

Third Place
SBC: Dallas Roundup
Eric Reed, Ben Jones, Lisa Misner, Nic Cook
Illinois Baptist

News Writing DIVISION
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Opinion/Editorial

Investigative Reporting

First Place
Tabletalk: Watching for Baptist Smoke
Eric Reed
Illinois Baptist

Second Place
Memories of Harvey
Jayson Larson
Southern Baptist Texan Magazine (SBTC)

Third Place
The high cost of sports betting — in Ohio, Kentucky and beyond
Mark Maynard and Lawrence Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

First Place
After Leatherwood
Eric Reed
Illinois Baptist

Second Place
Kentucky pregnancy centers push back on gas station abortion pill ads
Tessa Redmond and Mark Maynard
Kentucky Baptist Convention

News Writing DIVISION
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Single Article - less than 750 words

Single Article - 750-1,500 words

First Place
One text, three salvations: How God moved through a simple message
Mark Maynard
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
Grief leads widow to international missions
Kristen Sosebee
International Mission Board

Third Place
Serving at the Rim
Shawn Hendricks
The Baptist Paper

First Place
From addiction to redemption: Virginia missionary’s recovery ministry 
leads to new church
Tony Hudson
North American Mission Board

Second Place
Astronaut and elder: Wilmore returns home
Scott Barkley
Baptist Press

Third Place
The Lasting Legacy of a Disciple-Maker
Holly MacKay and Rebekah Hardage
GuideStone Financial Resources

Feature Writing DIVISION
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Single Article - more than 1 ,500 words

Series or Package

First Place
Ukraine: 3 years on
Eric Reed
Illinois Baptist

Second Place
‘Man, we can do something’
Jayson Larson
Southern Baptist Texan Magazine (SBTC)

Third Place
Corey Buckner ‘Always Endure’
Zoe Watkins
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
BF&M at 100
Eric Reed, Ben Jones, Nate Adams, Nic Cook
Illinois Baptist

Second Place
First Baptist Mayfield Rebuilt
Mark Maynard and Marina Shelton
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Third Place
Spring Outreach Strategy
Mary Alford
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Feature Writing DIVISION
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First-Person Column/Blog: Single Entry

First-Person Column/Blog: Series

Copywriting: Ceremony

First Place
How I Became Editor of the B&R
Chris Turner
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
Sweet Baby Jesus: Why the Incarnation still matters
Eric Reed
Illinois Baptist

Third Place
Peanuts 75th anniversary stirs lifelong memories
Doug Rogers
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

First Place
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants - CSBC
Sarah M Graham
California Southern Baptist Convention

Second Place
AI: The Next Culture Shift Series
Mitchell Bruce
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

First Place
The Ballad of Brad Bensinger
Doug Rogers
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

Feature Writing DIVISION
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Copywriting: AV Production

Copywriting: Print Collateral

First Place
TBMB Missions
Chris Turner
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
Bringing hope to a world in need
Chris Doyle
International Mission Board

Second Place
IMB Affinity Guidebooks
IMB
International Mission Board

Third Place
Impact Engagement Report for Asian American Churches
Rebekah Bianco, Holly MacKay, and Jessica Vickers
GuideStone Financial Resources

Feature Writing DIVISION



PAGE 27

Design Elements: Logo - New

Design Elements: Logo - Redesign

Design Elements: Illustration

First Place
Baptist Children’s Village and Family Ministries Logo
Chrystelle Thames and Emily-Kate Ford
The Baptist Children’s Village

Second Place
CBU 75th Anniversary Logo
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Third Place
Kids Camp Logo
Trish Dubes
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
Kentucky BCM
KBC Communications
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
Logo Redesign
Cassidy Higgins
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

First Place
2025 Fall Mission Trip Sticker Set
Clarissa Hartman
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Design DIVISION
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Substantial Projects: Integrated Branding

Substantial Projects: Special Display

First Place
All Aboard: Advancing Together Summit Theme
Trish Dubes and Nicki Brooks
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
CSBC 2025 Annual Meeting Brand
Michael Solorio
California Southern Baptist Convention

Third Place
SN One Day Campaign
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

First Place
IMB Booth at SBC 2025
Terry Pedigo
International Mission Board

Second Place
Summit Interactive Train Car Display
Trish Dubes
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
2025 Texas Baptists SBC Exhibit Space
Lauren Childs
Texas Baptists

Design DIVISION
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Print Collateral - Brochure

Print Collateral - Booklet

First Place
OBU Road Piece
Chele Marker-Cash
Oklahoma Baptist University

Second Place
BHET Medical Mission Fund Brochure
Trish Dubes
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
Baptist Children’s Village and Family Ministry Services and Programs
Emily-Kate Ford
The Baptist Children’s Village

First Place
IMB Affinity Guidebooks
Philip King
International Mission Board

Second Place
Loving the Lost prayer guide
IMB
International Mission Board

Third Place
SBC Messenger Guide
Andy Beachum
Baptist Press

Design DIVISION
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Print Collateral - Poster or Flyer

Print Collateral - Direct Mail

First Place
2025 SBC Annual Meeting - Dallas Poster
Andy Beachum
Baptist Press

Second Place
College Student Conference Poster
Hope Joy Owens
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board

Third Place
75th Southeastern Anniversary Poster
Clarissa Hartman
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

First Place
Bivocational Ministers & Wives Retreat
Trish Dubes
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
Direct Mail | Teague School of Nursing
Will Edwards
East Texas Baptist University

Third Place
Shape the Future Campaign Brochure
Chele Marker-Cash
Oklahoma Baptist University

Design DIVISION
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Print Collateral - Special ity Item

Print Collateral - Large Format

Print Collateral: Advertisement

First Place
Ampersand Calendar
René Zimny
Zimny Media

Second Place
Judson House Cards: a 5-Suit Deck
Clarissa Hartman and Mary Asta Mountain
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Third Place
2026 Union University Deposit Box
Office of University Communications
Union University

First Place
Baptist Collegiate Ministries Centennial Fabric Wall
Trish Dubes and Nicki Brooks
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

First Place
2025 VBS Live
Jesse Conte
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

Design DIVISION
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Digital Collateral: Landing Webpage

Digital Collateral: Advertisement

Print Publications: Newspaper - Single Issue

First Place
CSBC Annual Meeting Webpage
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention

Second Place
Beeson Scholarship Landing Page
Samford University Web Team and Neal Embry
Beeson Divinity School

First Place
Saints Alive
Jesse Conte
Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions

First Place
Summit Special Edition
April Dawson
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
Illinois Baptist
Eric Reed, Ben Jones, Nic Cook, Lisa Misner
Illinois Baptist

Design DIVISION
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Print Publications: Newspaper - Front Page

Print Publications: Newspaper - Spread

First Place
Baptist and Reflector — Front Pages
David Dawson
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
B&R (12.3.25) Front
David Dawson
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
Texas Flood - Jesus Wept
Marc Ira Hooks, Lauren Grim
The Baptist Paper

First Place
Centennial Celebration
Nic Cook, Eric Reed, Ben Jones
Illinois Baptist

Design DIVISION
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Print Publications: Magazine - Single Issue

Print Publications: Magazine - Cover

First Place
Roundtable Magazine Fall 2025
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Second Place
OBU Alumni Magazine
Chele Marker-Cash
Oklahoma Baptist University

Third Place
The Great Commission Magazine of Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary
SEBTS Marketing and Communications
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

First Place
Summit Cover
Trish Dubes
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Second Place
Baptist Messenger July 2025 Cover - Brook Daniel
Brook Daniel
Oklahoma Baptists - Baptist Messenger

Third Place
Southern Baptist Texan magazine, Issue 4, 2025
Russell Lightner
Southern Baptist Texan magazine (SBTC)

Design DIVISION



PAGE 35

Print Publications: Magazine - Spread

Print Publications: Annual Report

First Place
ETBU Magazine Spread Hilltop A Collective Yes Spread
Sara Braun, Will Edwards, Alyssa Rummel
East Texas Baptist University

Second Place
Baptist Messenger BCM Article Spread - Brook Daniel
Brook Daniel
Oklahoma Baptists - Baptist Messenger

Third Place
2025 Messenger Guide - CP100 Feature
Andy Beachum
Baptist Press

First Place
Global Impact Guide
Terry Pedigo
International Mission Board

Second Place
University of Mobile Annual Report 2025
UM Marketing & Communications
University of Mobile

Third Place
2024 State of the Church
Amanda Smith
First Baptist Church Montgomery

Design DIVISION
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Print Publications: Redesign

Digital Publications: Newsletter

Digital Publications: Annual Report

First Place
Who’s Your One? Kit redesign
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

First Place
This Week at CSBC - CSBC Newsletter
CSBC Communications Team
California Southern Baptist Convention

First Place
GenSend Impact Report
NAMB Marketing Team
North American Mission Board

Second Place
2025 SBCV Ministry Report
SBCV Media Team
Innovative Faith Resources

Third Place
Western Recorder
KBC Communications
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Design DIVISION
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Electronic Publication

Print Publication - Magazine

First Place
Kentuckytoday.com
Emily-Kate Ford
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Second Place
BCV&FM BCV Voice
Emily-Kate Ford and Chrystelle Thames
The Baptist Children’s Village

Third Place
GuideStone Magazine 2025
GuideStone Staff
GuideStone Financial Resources

First Place
University of Mobile 2025 TorchLight
UM Marketing & Communications
University of Mobile

Second Place
Roundtable Magazine Fall 2025
California Baptist University
California Baptist University

Third Place
Unionite Magazine - Spring 2025
Office of University Communications
Union University

Overall Publication DIVISION
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Print Publication - Newspaper

Book

First Place
The Alabama Baptist
The Alabama Baptist
The Alabama Baptist

Second Place
Baptist and Reflector
David Dawson, Designer
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board

Third Place
Illinois Baptist
Illinois Baptist Media
Illinois Baptist

First Place
25x25 A Bold Idea Realized
WatersEdge Marketing & Communications Team
WatersEdge

Second Place
2025-26 OBU Admissions Viewbook
OBU Marketing and Communications
Oklahoma Baptist University

Overall Publication DIVISION
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Don Alban is a longtime Professor of Communication at Liberty University with years of 
professional journalistic experience, first as a newspaper reporter and then, for 15 years, as 
the managing editor of Power for Living, a non-denominational weekly magazine and textbook 
author.

Evangeline “Vangie” Alban, worked in Christian radio for years, one of which is now the 
Journey. She is a Flourish Bible study coach and table leader, and an online professor at Liberty 
University and several other universities in Communication studies.

Hunter Bolton has been in communications and digital media since 2018. He loves to help 
churches through the many avenues of media in ministries, whether it be through website 
design, graphic design, social media, or training volunteers.

Katherine “Kathie” Chute is an accomplished communication leader, educator, and 
administrator with more than four decades of experience spanning higher education, global 
organizations, and strategic communication serving most recently at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University.

Amanda Geisaka Edds is the Creative Director for Regent University in Virginia Beach, VA. 
She has worked in advertising for over 15 years, specializing in design, where she has worked on 
both print and digital campaigns for a variety of clients. 

Judges
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William Fenn, Chair of the Department of Fine Arts and Associate Professor in Photography at 
Auburn University at Montgomery, is a practicing photographer who lives in Birmingham, AL and 
works in Montgomery, AL. 

Meredith Flynn served on the communications team Illinois Baptist State Association from 
2009 to 2021, including several years as managing editor of the Illinois Baptist newspaper, and 
is now a school admissions director.

Nikk Heck is a public relations and communications practitioner with over 25 years of 
experience in the government sector. She is a past president of the Arkansas Chapter of the 
Public Relations Society of America.

Shira Kelley is a former newspaper reporter and editor and is currently assistant director of 
public affairs for the Arkansas Commissioner of State Lands. 

Bruce Kirk spent 30 years in the broadcast industry before transitioning to academia, in 
higher education, now teaches at Liberty University in VA. While in broadcasting he interviewed 
three U.S. Presidents and won five Emmy’s for reporting.

Judges
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Martin King retired from Lifeway Christian Resources as director of corporate communications 
in 2017. He served in similar positions at the North American Mission Board and Illinois Baptist 
State Association. 

Mark MacDonald is a national church branding strategist, bestselling author, and speaker 
who helps churches clarify their communication, so they matter to their community. He is the 
founder of Be Known For Something Church Branding Agency and author of the book of the same 
name.

Carey Martin was a late-night radio DJ, a TV news AD, a medical education media maker, and 
a digital video expert for a Fortune 500 company before becoming a full professor for Liberty 
University. He recently wrote, Applied Screenwriting, and his short film, Ohfer, about love of 
baseball and family, is available on Amazon Prime.

Adam Everett Miller co-founded and eventually acquired Hello Studios. Whether partnering 
with major Fortune 500 companies or dedicated non-profits, he possesses a unique talent for 
distilling an organization’s identity into video. 

Deanna Reis is Production Director at Regent University and has over 30 years’ experience 
in communications and marketing. She specializes in project management and print production 
and works closely with the creative and web teams to ensure jobs are done timely and in a cost-
effective manner.

Judges
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Matthew Schultz is Web Manager at Cairn University. His background includes teaching 
graphic design at Liberty University, as well as time spent in both agency and freelance web 
design. 

Cheryl Wray is the coordinator of the Southern Christian Writers Conference. She’s also the 
publisher of SCWC Books, a freelance writer with more than 3,000 publications to her credit, and 
the cover story writer for Christian Family Publications Inc.

Chris Wygal has been involved in broadcast radio engineering, audio production and 
recording, church media solutions and music for more than 25 years in Central Virginia. 
Additionally, he works in podcast production with several ministries.

Judges
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