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GRAND PRIZE AWARDS

Arthur S. Davenport Award for 
Exceptional Achievement in
Public Relations and Development

Oklahoma Baptists CP Integrated Marketing Campaign 
Chris Forbes
OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS

Diane Reasoner Award for
Exceptional Achievement in
Interactive Communications

SBC of Virginia Website 
Staff
INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES

M.E. Dodd Memorial Award for 
Significant Achievement in
Radio, Television, Film and Video

NAMB Send Conference Opener: Together on Mission 
NAMB Marketing Team
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

Fon H. Scofield Award for
Significant Achievement in
Photography
Pastor Strong Retreat 2021
Neil Williams
TEXAS BAPTISTS

GRAND PRIZE AWARDS
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GRAND PRIZE AWARDS

Frank Burkhalter Award for
Significant Achievement in
Religious News Writing

Trauma in America

Tracy Riggs, Denise George
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

Leonard Holloway Award for
Exceptional Achievement in
Feature Writing
NOBTS student’s life touched thousands despite 

disabilities

Marilyn J. Stewart 
NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Best Overall Student Entry
Angelos 2021: Adapt							

Angelos Staff
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

Albert McClellan Award for
Significant Achievement in
Print/Design

NAMB PRAYER WALL
NAMB Marketing Team
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT

Total Public Relations  
or Development Campaign 

1ST PLACE	
#LovePASJ Initiative (Phase 1)

BAPTIST RESOURCE NETWORK

2ND PLACE	
Dixie Jackson Missions Offering Campaign

ABSC Communications Team
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

1ST PLACE	
CP Integrated Marketing Campaign

Chris Forbes 
OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS

Communications and/or  
Marketing Strategy
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

Website, organization or company site: 
24 pages or fewer

1ST PLACE 
AlabamaWorship.org

ALABAMA BAPTIST SBOM/ DOGWOOD MEDIA SOLUTIONS

2ND PLACE 
AlabamaCP.org

DOGWOOD MEDIA SOLUTIONS / ALABAMA BAPTIST SBOM

3RD PLACE 
IMB Photo/Video Gallery

IMB COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

Website, organization or company site: 
25 pages or more

1ST PLACE 
SBC of Virginia Website 
INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES

2ND PLACE 
newchurches.com

NAMB MARKETING TEAM

3RD PLACE 
thealabamabaptist.org 

James Hammack, Jennifer Davis Rash, TAB Staff 
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

IMAGES FROM FIRST PLACE WINNERS ARE 
DISPLAYED THROUGHOUT.
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

1ST PLACE	
Spanish Women’s Institute Post

Francesca Salazar
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

2ND PLACE	
Prayer + Fasting Promotion

ABSC Communications
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

3RD PLACE	
Winter Storm Update 

Meredith Rose
TEXAS BAPTISTS 

1ST PLACE	
Run With It Live Post

Meredith Rose
TEXAS BAPTISTS 

1ST PLACE	
“Southeastern Then and Now”

Rebecca Pate
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

2ND PLACE	
“President Akin” Social Media Series

Rebecca Pate
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Social Media:  Campaign or Event

Social Media: Single Post

Social Media: Single Live Post

3RD PLACE	
“Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering”

ABSC Communications
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
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INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

1ST PLACE	
ABSC eNewsletter - Feb. Edition

Sarah Vaughn

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

1ST PLACE	
The ABSC eNewsletter

Sarah Vaughn

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

Email Marketing: Single Email

View online

OKcial e-newsletter of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention

A Message from Our Executive Director

Cooperative Program Giving Surpasses

2020 Budget

In a year marked with hardships, loss, separation, and isolation, it is my honor and privilege

to inform Arkansas Baptists of the incredible outcomes of our partnership and cooperation to

support missions at every level. Despite the challenges of 2020, Arkansas Baptists increased

their giving through the Cooperative Program (CP), surpassing the budgeted amount of $21

million dollars and reaching a total of $21,374,103. This surpasses CP giving in previous years

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

Internet-based: Other Media

1ST PLACE	
SEBTS.edu

Matthew Jennings
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

2ND PLACE	
SEBTS.edu Farsi Page

Matthew Jennings
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

3RD PLACE	
SEBTS.edu Contact Page

Matthew Jennings
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Email Marketing: Single Email



10

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION

1ST PLACE	
A UM Night Before Christmas 
Marketing/Public Relations
UNIVERSITY OF MOBILE

2ND PLACE	
Baptist Collegiate Ministries Video

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

Video: Storytelling less than 1 minute

1ST PLACE	
NAMB Send Conference 

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE	
One - Oklahoma Baptists Annual Meeting 
Tony Dillard
OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS 

3RD PLACE	
Baptist Collegiate Ministries

INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES

Video: Storytelling 1-3 minutes
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AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION

1ST PLACE	
Zach Lloyd Story
NAMB Marketing

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE	
Church Planting Video

ABSC Communications

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

3RD PLACE	
Permian Basin Mission Center
Neil Thomas
TEXAS BAPTISTS

Video: Storytelling more than 3 minutes

1ST PLACE	
Arise 
Tony Dillard
OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS 

2ND PLACE	
Know Your Calling 

Marketing/Public Relations
UNIVERSITY OF MOBILE 

3RD PLACE	
Reality Church 

INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES

Video: Promotion 1-3 minutes
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AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION

Video: Promotion more than 3 minutes

1ST PLACE 
The Core Values of Union University

Office of University Communications
UNION UNIVERSITY 

2ND PLACE 
Breaking the Silence 

Marketing/Communications
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

3RD PLACE 
BSCM - Every Church Praying 

Doug Keesey
ONEMISSIONTV

Video: Instructional less than 3 minutes

1ST PLACE 
NAMB 3 Circles
NAMB Marketing Team

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE 
Cybersecurity: Are You at Risk? 
Marketing Department

GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES



13

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION

1ST PLACE	
Long Live the King - Student Video Curriculum

Cleve Persinger

WEST VIRGINIA CONVENTION OF SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 

2ND PLACE	
Week of Prayer Kids Resources

IMB Communications 
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD 

3RD PLACE	
The Great Commission Focus: BCM Big Invite

Doug Rogers 
ALABAMA BAPTIST STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS

Video: Instructional more than 3 minutes

1ST PLACE	
A Quachita Christmas Special 2021

Office of Communications & Marketing
QUACHITA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

2ND PLACE	
State of the University 

Marketing and Communications

CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

3RD PLACE	
2021 Memorial Service

Doug Rogers, Bethany Franklin
ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS 

Video: Other
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AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION

1ST PLACE	
Stories podcast 

Grace Thornton, Jennifer Davis 
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST 

2ND PLACE	
Kidnapped Podcast

Marketing Team
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD 

3RD PLACE	
“It’s a Family Matter’ Podcast 

Michael Blackwell
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Audio: Broadcast/Podcast Overall Show

1ST PLACE	
NAMB Stories of Hope: What if? 

NAMB Marketing Team Davis, Alex Bouffard, Rosalie 
BAPTIST NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD  

2ND PLACE	
The Role of Family in God’s Design Sweat

Reginald Davis, Alex Bouffard, Rosalie Chesley
BAPTIST CONVENTION OF MARYLAND/DELAWARE 

3RD PLACE	
“It’s a Family Matter” Podcast: Lessons in 
Grieving, Part 1 of 2 (9-20-2021)

Michael C. Blackwell
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA

Audio: Broadcast/Podcast 
Individual Episode
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PHOTOGRAPHY

1ST PLACE	
Baptist Nursing Fellowship still life

Pam Henderson
WMU NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT  

2ND PLACE	
Beeson Magazine Cover image 

Kristen Padilla
BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL OF 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY 

3RD PLACE	
Reflections 

Sam Evans
THE BAPTIST PAPER

Feature: Single 

1ST PLACE	
Western Behind the Lens Series 20th Anniversary

IMB Communications Team
INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD 

2ND PLACE	
Servanthood

Madelynn Duke
NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

Feature: Series

News: Single 

1ST PLACE	
Seeking Clarity 

Van Payne
THE BAPTIST PAPER
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Event Coverage: Single

1ST PLACE	
Worship moment

Tracy Riggs
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST 

2ND PLACE	
One Day, Church in the Dirt Rodeo

Sarah Vaughn
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

Event Coverage: Series

1ST PLACE	
Pastor Strong Retreat 2021 

Neil Williams
TEXAS BAPTISTS  

2ND PLACE	
House System Kickball Tournament

Patrick Shannon
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

NEWS WRITING

Portrait: Studio

1ST PLACE	
George Braswell - This is My Great Commission Story

Rebecca Pate, The Great Commission Magazine
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST  
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 



17

PHOTOGRAPHY

Portrait: Field

1ST PLACE	
Kimberly Poore & Love World: A heart for the Nations

Pam Henderson 
WMU NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT 

2ND PLACE	
Michigan Charter Member reflects on BNF history 

Pam Henderson
WMU NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

1ST PLACE	
Trauma in America 

Tracy Riggs, Denise George
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST 

2ND PLACE	
Tokyo Olympics 

Staff
IMB

3RD PLACE	
Executive Committee and Sexual abuse

Jennifer Davis Rash
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST 

NEWS WRITING

Series or Package
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NEWS WRITING

Single Article less than 750 words

1ST PLACE 
The Ugly Cry of College Goodbyes 

Chris Turner
TENNESSEE BAPTIST MISSION BOARD    

2ND PLACE 
‘A Holy Moment:’ SEBTS Gifted Ancient 

Torah Scroll From Nonprofit Ministry  

Lauren Pratt 
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

3RD PLACE 
Send Relief, World Relief working together to 

resettle Afghan refugees 

Brandon Elrod
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD 

Single Article 750-1,500 words

1ST PLACE 
Healthcare team reaches war-torn region with 
more than medicine

Leslie Peacock Caldwell 
IMB

2ND PLACE 
Shrinking Illinois 

Leah Misner
ILLINOIS BAPTISTS 

3RD PLACE 
SBU placed on probation 

Brian Kaylor
WORD&WAY 
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NEWS WRITING

Single Article more than 1,500 words

1ST PLACE	
Teamwork

TAB Staff
THE BAPTIST PAPER 

2ND PLACE	
On the clock 

Jennifer Davis Rash
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

3RD PLACE	
At odds

Jennifer Davis Rash
THE BAPTIST PAPER

PAGE 20 / THE BAPTIST PAPER / OCTOBER 14, 2021

O
f the 61 men who have 
served as president of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention since its 
founding in 1845, 41 

were senior pastors. That includes 
current SBC president Ed Litton, 
pastor of Redemption Church in 
Saraland, Alabama (formerly First 
Baptist Church North Mobile).

The role comes with a travel and 
incidentals budget of $46,000 and 
some basic administrative help 
from the SBC Executive Commit-
tee office, but no official assistant 
or budget to hire staff specific to 
this role.

Balancing the existing pasto-
ral responsibilities with the new 
presidential demands requires some 
creative maneuvering, and how and 

when to use the budget depends 
on other resources available to the 
person serving as president. If the 
SBC president is a pastor, then 
most often that means staff respon-
sibilities are adjusted or a new po-
sition is developed on staff.

For Litton, the timing worked 
out well with Redemption having a 
staff position open for an associate 

pastor for community engagement, 
so Joshua Wester was hired to com-
bine that assignment with assisting 
Litton in the SBC president’s role. 

Wester previously served as chair 
of research in Christian ethics with 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission and also has experi-
ence in church work.

“[Josh] helps me keep being the 

pastor of this church,” Litton said. 
“It frees me up and allows me to do 
[funerals and other] things you do 
as pastor.”

‘My priority’
“I still pastor a church in Ala-

bama and am absolutely doing 
everything I can to make sure that 
stays my priority.”

Fred Luter, who was elected in 
2012 and re-elected in 2013, said 
he kept the same priority during his 
years as SBC president.

“Even though I had requests to 
go other places, I was committed 
to being in my pulpit every Sunday 
morning. I thought that was impor-
tant,” said Luter, pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans. “I told the congregation I 

Team Reporting
TAB Media

SBC presidents lead, focus attention differently 
but all need special aides to assist them

Photo by Sam Evans

Current SBC 
president Ed 

Litton (left) with 
special aide 

Joshua Wester. TEAMWORK

“I STILL PASTOR A CHURCH IN ALABAMA
AND AM ABSOLUTELY DOING EVERYTHING I CAN

TO MAKE SURE THAT STAYS MY PRIORITY.”
E D  L I T T O N

Opinion/Editorial

1ST PLACE	
When We can’t massage away the scandal of the 

Gospel

Brian Kaylor
WORD&WAY 

2ND PLACE	
A stern word for Christian social media trolls

Chris Turner
TENNESSEE BAPTIST MISSION BOARD 

3RD PLACE	
Simon Biles and a torched witness 

Chris Turner
TENNESSEE BAPTIST MISSION BOARD 

Investigating Reporting

1ST PLACE	
When ERLC leaders accused of ‘Blatant 

Deception’  

Chris Turner
TENNESSEE BAPTIST MISSION BOARD

A P R I L  2 0 2 1   |   W O R D & W A Y 3

ast month, a 21-year-old White 
man walked into three massage 
parlors in the Atlanta, Georgia, 

area and killed eight people, six of them 
Asian women. His large Southern Baptist 
church quickly took down his 2018 
baptism video, and then on March 21 
kicked him out just five days after the 
shootings.

“We can no longer affirm that he 
is truly a regenerate believer in Jesus 
Christ,” the church said in a statement 
explaining it had removed Robert Aaron 
Long, the shooter, from the church’s 
membership roster.

And with that, the church offered a 
nice, quick, clean break. Just like public 
relations and crisis communication 
experts teach. Don’t drag it out. Dump 
the scandalous person. Criticize the 
wrongfulness of their transgressions. 
Save the institution from the controversy.

If only Jesus had taken that crisis
communication course. Then this whole 
following him thing could be so much
easier.

The Jesus who dined with the then-
unregenerate Zacchaeus. The Jesus
who drank with the outcast Samaritan
woman at the well. No wonder that guy
got the bad PR reputation as one who
eats and drinks with tax collectors and
sinners. Quick, Matthew or Luke, let’s
write a nice press release and clean this
story up!

Why should we leave the 99 sheep
in search of the one? Can’t we just kick
out the unregenerate mutton and focus
on natural growth for our flock?

And why, father, must you throw
such a nice party for that son of yours
who wasted his inheritance with women
we look down upon? Take him off the
membership rolls and focus on me.

Wouldn’t that be easier? Wouldn’t it 
be easier if we could just declare some 
people as beyond the reach of grace? 
Then we could absolve ourselves of 
any blame and drive out that person as 
inherently godless and damned.

“He alone is responsible for his evil 
actions and desires,” reads the church’s 
statement on Sunday as the church 
rejects any responsibility as the discipling 
community. “These actions are the result 
of a sinful heart and depraved mind for 
which Aaron is completely responsible.”

Honestly, I do wonder how the shooter
could be a true Christian. And yet, I, too,
sin despite professing to follow Jesus and
despite having submitted to the waters
of the church that first shaped my faith.
Should they cast me aside?

While it’s tempting to declare the
shooter unregenerate, this same church
just three years ago baptized him as
regenerate. So, perhaps they should show
some humility in their own ability to
make such judgments. And perhaps we
shouldn’t be so quick to acquit ourselves
by rejecting others.

If Jesus had physically showed up

Sunday in Atlanta, where would we have 
found him?

I doubt that after arriving in town on 
a Greyhound bus or the bed of a truck 
that picked him on the side of the road 
that he’d rush over to the sprawling 
First Church complex to vote to cast 
out a lost sheep.

I suspect we’d instead find him 
that morning in the parking lot of the 
Gold Spa, one of the three sites of the  
massacre. Multiple Korean American 
churches held a joint worship service 
across denominational lines there in 
the parking lot with memorial flowers 
lining the paved altar.

After that, I guess Jesus would 
probably head over to prison to visit 
Aaron. I think I’d rather go to that special 
business meeting than follow Jesus on 
that route.

But what if the church’s pastors and 
deacons had canceled their own worship 
service to instead encourage members to 
attend or watch online the Korean one in 
the cracked parking lot of the massage
parlor? And what if instead of leading
a business meeting after the service the
church’s leaders instead went to visit a
member of their community who needs
them now more than ever?

T h a t  s o u n d s  d i f f i c u l t  a n d
uncomfortable. Maybe it would be nice if
that pesky Jesus would just
leave town instead
of  pushing us
t o w a r d  t h i s
scandalous
gospel.

Brian Kaylor is 
editor & president 
of Word&Way. brianKaylor

We Can’t Massage Away 
the Scandal of the Gospel

L

(Curtis Compton/Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution via AP)
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FEATURE WRITING

14    IBSA.org Illinois Baptist

“When we opened the church for vaccine distribution,
the crowd in the prayer room doubled too!”

he stories we hear right now are 
anecdotal: churches here and 
there witnessing something of 

a revival after months of closure and 
privation caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some pundits warned that 
it may take years for all the regulars to 
return to church services, if they ever 
do. But more recent polls show people 
are growing eager to return to the nor-
mal things in life, including church at-
tendance. 
 In a few places in Illinois, accounts 
of young families seeking out church 
services even as the schools remain 
online only are especially encourag-
ing. Church plants holding their first 

services and baptizing new believ-
ers after serving the community with 
food distributions and other pandem-
ic-related ministries cause us to say, 
“Can it happen here?” 

In fact, it has happened before. 
In the darkest days of the Spanish 

Influenza a full century ago, some 
churches reported revivals. In the 
decade that followed, the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s $75 Mil-
lion Campaign led to the birth of the 
Cooperative Program, funding the 
steadiest and most effective missions 
movement in history. It was in this 
environment that a Sunday school 
director from First Baptist Church 
of Marion was asked to take his bur-
geoning methodology nationwide. 
Arthur Flake and Flake’s Formula 
spurred amazing growth of Sunday 

schools and church attendance for the 
next 40 years. 
 Can it happen again? Can some-
thing good come from such troubled 
times? Before we attempt a conclu-
sion, let’s consider just how dark 
those days—and years—were. 
 “The Spanish Influenza broke out 
in Europe in 1918, then spread world-
wide,” Aaron Prince wrote. “All told, 
20 million people died,” he said, more 
than twice the number who died on 
battlefields in the just-concluded first 
World War. 
 Prince, a Fairfield native, had just 
been called to serve as pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Eldorado, Illinois, 
in February 1919, when the Flu broke 
out there. “Some folks went out of 
their heads with temperatures up 
to 105 degrees, chills and vomiting. 
There was nothing we could do. We 
didn’t know what to do.”
 Still, Pastor Prince tended the sick 
after the town doctor went down with 
the disease, using a bit of wartime 
medical training to dispense aspirin 
and quinine. Then when the under-
taker got sick, he took on that task too. 
A nearby funeral home would send an 
assistant to set up the embalming ma-
chine for two or three bodies at a time, 
and Prince would handle the rest, in-
cluding dressing the deceased and ar-
ranging them in caskets.
 “Those three years—February 1919 
to September 1921—saw the hardest 
work of my ministry. I’m not exagger-
ating when I say that sometimes I was 
up 24 hours at a time. When I came 
home at night, my wife, Pearl, would 

have me a clean change of clothes. I 
changed over at the church, for fear 
our children might get contaminat-
ed.” 
 Churches closed for up to two 
months at a time across three win-
ters, along with “all public meetings 
including the picture shows. Every-
one was told to stay home,” Prince 
wrote. “But in spite of the flu, we kept 
winning people to Christ. I guess our 
best revival was in January of 1920... I 
baptized new converts twice a day for 
two weeks, at the 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 
P.M. services, nearly 100 in all.” 

Prince and his family stayed well
through three outbreaks of the Span-
ish Influenza. Finally, as the last of the 
illnesses in southern Illinois subsided, 
the pastor said, “I was standing on a 
street corner in Harrisburg, waiting 
for the tram-car to Eldorado. All of 
a sudden, I got sick, and by morn-
ing, every member of our family was 
in bed. We had to hire a nurse to take 
care of us.” 

His story of God’s care was repeated 
when Prince was called to the pastor-
ate of First Baptist Church of Marion, 
and later as president of Hannibal-
LaGrange College and founder of
Honolulu Christian College. Looking 
back 100 years at Pastor Prince’s pan-
demic, we may ask how God can bring 
good from a dire situation. It has hap-
pened before. 

“For I know the plans I have for 
you”—this is the Lord’s declaration—
“plans for your well-being, not for
disaster, to give you a future and a 
hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).

After the ‘three-year pandemic’ 
An Illinois pastor’s century-old story affirms our own glimmers of hope

T

Eric Reed is editor
of Illinois Baptist media.

people dying all over town, just like rats.... At times, you 
couldn’t even find able-bodied men to dig graves. I’ve 
helped with as many as ten funerals in one day.

Most funerals were in the homes, often with two or 
three members of the family watching from their sick-
beds, not knowing if they might be next. I remember 
a sister and sister-in-law who died 30 minutes apart, in 
the same house. We had a double funeral for them, and 
at that service, I was the preacher and undertaker, and 
everything else.

In some cases, I might bury the father one day, and 
the mother a couple of days later. Often the little chil-
dren would come running to me, some of them sick 
with the flu, asking what was to become of them.” 

table talk

– A.E. Prince

“It was really vicious,

“Are you proud of your 
church’s response

during the COVID-19
pandemic?”

86%
said Yes!

– LifeWay Research

(Editor’s note: Thanks to
Mark Emerson, who found
Prince’s chapter in the IBSA
history, We Were There.)

Single Article 750-1,500 words

1ST PLACE	
NOBTS student’s life touched thousands despite 
	 disabilities 

Marilyn Stewart
NEW ORLEANS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY  

2ND PLACE	
With son in last days of cancer, parents proclaim 

God’s sufficiency

Diana Chandler
BAPTIST PRESS

3RD PLACE	
Church planter’s ministry pivots during height of 
	 pandemic

Myriah Snyder
IMB

Single Article more than 1,500 words

1ST PLACE	
Redland Church adopts afghan refugees 
	 families

Sharon Mager
BAPTIST CONVENTION 
OF MARYLAND/DELAWARE

2ND PLACE	
Called to serve

Grace Thorton
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

3RD PLACE	
Family missions feature 

Art Toalston
SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY  

Single Article less than 750 words

1ST PLACE	
After the ‘three-year pandemic’

Eric Reed
ILLINOIS BAPTIST  

2ND PLACE	
Set free in Christ

Trennis Henderson, The Baptist Paper
WMU CORRESPONDENT   

3RD PLACE	
From Cuba to the U.S.: Life lessons amid upheaval 

Trennis Henderson
WMU CORRESPONDENT   
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FEATURE WRITING

Single Article more than 1,500 words

Series or Package

1ST PLACE 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church

Myriah Snyder
IMB 

2ND PLACE 
Hope Leaving a mark the COVID-19 Pandemic

Art Toalston 
THE BAPTIST PAPER

3RD PLACE 
A good and faithful servant 

Marilyn Stewart
NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY  

Scripts

1ST PLACE 
Great Commission Focus: BCM

Doug Rogers
ALABAMA BAPTIST STATE BOARD OF MISSIONS

2ND PLACE 
WMU National Correspondent Partnership

Trennis Henderson
WMU CORRESPONDENT 

3RD PLACE 
Vital Patchwork 

Eric Reed, Paul Wynn, Doug Keesy 
ILLINOIS BAPTIST
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! 3806 Monument Ave. Richmond, VA

23230
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# info@imb.org

$ Chat

QUICK LINKS
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Give Now Talent Network FAQs
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By Myriah Snyder

/ FROM THE FIELD

May 3, 2021

( ' ! )

Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church to be
observed June 6

MORE FROM FROM THE FIELD,  GENERAL,  NEWS, PRAYER RESOURCES

VANCE PITMAN |  NOVEMBER 28 2018

4 Things that Caused the Early
Church to Spread Like Wildfire

DAVID ROACH |  MARCH 27 2019

After Mozambique cyclone,
Baptists ‘stepping up’

HUGH JOHNSON* |  MARCH 10 2021

Behind the Lens: Powerful
Partnerships

TODD CHIPMAN |  JULY  26 2019

Until Every Child Is Home:
Orphan Care and the Great
Commission

Myriah Snyder is senior writer/editor for the IMB.

Complete series:

Scattered believers connect to care for those imprisoned and persecuted

Journalist hears the gospel in prison

Christians count the cost and carry their cross

Persecution persists as gospel spreads

Pastor on house arrest faces new trial for sharing faith

Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church

Christians understand costly realities of following Jesus

Nationals see divine intervention amidst persistent persecution

Imprisoned believer writes, ‘We serve Him wherever we are’

The International Mission Board is collaborating with Nik Ripken Ministries to raise awareness about current

religious persecution through the Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. This Southern Baptist Convention-

wide initiative will be observed on June 6, 2021. It is a call for Southern Baptists to increase their awareness of

and pray fervently for the global persecuted church.

In 2020, more than 340 million Christians experienced high levels of persecution and discrimination. Also last

year, 4,761 Christians were killed for faith-related reasons, and 4,277 Christians were detained without trial,

arrested, sentenced or imprisoned. In addition, 4,488 churches and Christian buildings were attacked,

according to data from the World Watch List.

“As our Southern Baptist missionaries take the

gospel to the most difficult-to-reach peoples and

places around the world,” Paul Chitwood, president

of the IMB, said, “they are witness to the suffering

of those who boldly follow Jesus and are constantly

confronted by those who persecute the Lord’s

church.

“While our hearts break for our brothers and sisters

in Christ who endure persecution and even

martyrdom, we often feel powerless to help them.

But we aren’t! We serve the One who, as Job

declared, ‘makes nations great, and he destroys

them; he enlarges nations, and leads them away,’”

Chitwood continued.

“When we pray for those who are suffering, we have

access to the One who can sustain them, comfort

them and bring them justice.”

Persecution of the global church comes most

fiercely from within a believer’s own family, John

Brady, the IMB’s vice president for global

engagement, explained. However, many believers are facing intense persecution from opposing religious

groups and their governments as well.

Familial persecution is evident in the life of Naomi*, a Deaf widow. COVID-19 forced her to move out of her

city in Indonesia back home to a remote island. There, she converted from Islam to Christianity after working

with an IMB Deaf translation team in her former city. Her parents were irate, and her dad locked her in his

home and beat her daily, trying to get her to abandon her newfound faith.

Because of her daily beatings, she developed serious health complications. As she was being treated in a city

six hours away, her 9-year-old daughter reached out to her mother’s church leaders for prayer. Naomi

eventually recovered, and her daughter has been able to see the Lord work in her mother’s life.

However, Naomi, like so many other believers around the world, still needs prayer for her situation.

“Don’t pray for our persecution to end,” a missionary reported a national believer saying. “Pray that we will be

obedient through our suffering.”

Nik Ripken*, author of “The Insanity of God” and IMB missionary emeritus, explained that the main cause of

persecution globally is when individuals profess Christ as Savior. Ripken has spent more than two decades

studying global persecution and collecting stories from persecuted believers.

“If believers and their churches simply pray to God for persecution to end, the only way for God to answer

that type of prayer is to stop people from following Jesus,” Ripken explained.

“Rather, we pray for persecuted believers to remain obedient through their suffering, and we seek to identify

with persecuted believers by sharing our faith in whatever environment we find ourselves.”

Eleanor Witcher, director of the IMB’s Prayer Office,

believes that one of the primary prayer needs for

the persecuted church is discipleship.

“Pray that the roots of new believers (and believers

who are weak in their knowledge of the Word) will

quickly grow deep in Scripture as they learn to

abide in Christ so that these new believers will stand

firm under any persecution they may face,” Witcher

said.

Witcher emphasized that this need for discipleship,

growth in the Word and increased evangelism is

something that all believers, not just persecuted

believers, must cultivate in their own lives.

In praying for the global persecuted church, “first,

we pray for ourselves that our perspective will be

aligned to God’s will and then we pray for our

brothers and sisters who are suffering for the glory

of Christ,” Witcher said.

Southern Baptists are invited to join in prayer in the

weeks leading up to the Day of Prayer. Specifically,

believers can pray for:

Ripken believes that God’s highest purpose in persecution is to call His people to Himself, to refocus their

attention to the suffering of their Lord.

“When followers of Christ suffer willingly for their Savior, it gives their faith value,” Ripken added. “That kind

of suffering also increases witness.”

Join other believers across the Southern Baptist Convention by committing to pray for the persecuted church.

Visit imb.org/persecuted and sign up to receive a free prayer guide.

*Name changed for security

the church to pray faithfully and fervently in accordance with God’s Word and will.

followers of Christ to consistently study and obey Scripture so they are spiritually prepared when

persecution comes.

church leaders to boldly proclaim the gospel in the face of opposition.

the persecuted, that they have the strength to live in the power, love and sound mind that God alone

can provide.

those who are brutalized to sense the Lord’s love surrounding them and respond to those who have

injured them with grace and dignity.

the global church to commit their hearts and time in prayer and fasting for the persecuted church.

each church to keep their focus on the glory of God and growth of His church.

01:09

SHARE  SHARE  SHARE  SHARE 

GIVE NOW Contact +

Articles Newsroom Photo Library Events

PRAY GIVE GO RESOURCES › ABOUT MORE ›

My Sites! IMB" New+ Edit Post# $Howdy, Myriah Snyder %



22

FEATURE WRITING

First-Person Column/Blog Single Entry

1ST PLACE	
Should we be thankful for suffering?

Brandon Porter
BAPTIST PRESS 

2ND PLACE	
Negative balance? Deposit into one’s emotional 
account 

Michael C. Blackwell
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES OF NC 

3RD PLACE	
Machines (and the world) can be wrong 

Seth Lonnie Wilkey, Baptist & Reflector
TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION BOARD

First-Person Column/Blog Series

1ST PLACE	
God Himself Planted a Garden

Lori Coats
OKLAHOMA BAPTIST

2ND PLACE	
Doyle’s half dozen 

Chris Doyle
OKLAHOMA BAPTIST

Print Collateral Special Display

1ST PLACE	
NAMB Prayer Wall 

NAMB Marketing
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE	
SBC Send Relief Exhibit

NAMB Marketing
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

3RD PLACE	
Texas Baptist Annual Meeting Pod Design

Texas Baptists
TEXAS BAPTISTS
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DESIGN

Print Collateral Logo

1ST PLACE 
The Pastor’s Common Logo

Caleb Arndt
TEXAS BAPTISTS 

2ND PLACE 
Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention Logo

INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES 

3RD PLACE 
NAMB New Churches Logo

NAMB Marketing
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

Print Collateral Integrated Branding

1ST PLACE 
NAMB Send Conference Branding 

NAMB Marketing
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE 
2021 WVCSB Fall Branding, “FIRST”

Cleve Persinger
WEST VIRGINIA CONVENTION 
OF SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 

3RD PLACE 
Run With It

Caleb Arndt
TEXAS BAPTISTS 
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DESIGN

BEESON
D I V I N I T Y  S C H O O L

S A M F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y   |   B I R M I N G H A M ,  A L A B A M A

Print Collateral Brochure

1ST PLACE	
Master’ Brochure 

Kristen Padilla 
BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL OF SAMFORD UNIVERSITY 

2ND PLACE	
Care Village Brochure/Rack Card

Carol Layton
NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST AGING MINISTRY

3RD PLACE	
NCBAM Trifold Brochure 2020
NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST AGING MINISTRY

Print Collateral Booklet

1ST PLACE	
2022-23 Admissions Viewbook

Office of Communications
UNION UNIVERSITY  

2ND PLACE	
Giving Solutions Guide 

Melissa Crowson
WATERSEDGE 

3RD PLACE	
Texas Baptists new ministry center 
promotional booklets

Caleb Arndt
TEXAS BAPTISTS

LEARN. THRIVE. SUCCEED. 
BE TRANSFORMED

Print Collateral Annual Report 

1ST PLACE	
Texas Baptists CP Annual Report

Texas Baptists 
TEXAS BAPTISTS 

2ND PLACE	
SBCV 2021 Ministry Report

INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES

3RD PLACE	
Annual Report 

Office of Marketing and Communications
SEBTS
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DESIGN

Print Collateral Annual Report

thankful
Being

See story on page 14

November 25, 2021  |  Vol. 1, No. 15

“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.” 
P S A L M  6 8 : 1 9

Publications Newspaper

1ST PLACE 
The Baptist Paper

Lauren Grim
THE BAPTIST PAPER

2ND PLACE 
Illinois Baptist

Eric Reed, Kris Kell, Lisa Misner, Leah Honnen, 
Meredith Flynn
IBSA COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

3RD PLACE 
Baptist and Reflector
TENNESSEE BAPTIST MISSION BOARD

Publications Magazine

1ST PLACE 
Spring Magazine

Rebecca Pate, Ryan Thomas
SEBTS 

2ND PLACE 
Proclaimer, Summer 2021
INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES 

3RD PLACE 
Texas Baptists Life Magazine, Volume 9 

TEXAS BAPTISTS 

Publications Newspaper Front Page

1ST PLACE 
Focused dad time

Lauren Grim
THE BAPTIST PAPER

PERSECUTION
OF CHRISTIANS
Mozambique on  
World Watch List  
for first time

Focused
dad time

IMPACTING
THE WORLD
Seafarers consistently 
hear about Jesus in 
Port of Pascagoula

See story on page 4

June 10, 2021  |  Vol. 1, No. 3

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
PERMIT NO. 142
Hattiesburg, MS

39402

2ND PLACE	
Illinois Baptist front page

Leah Honnen 
ILLINOIS BAPTIST

3RD PLACE	
Mission focus at Falls Creek - Baptist 
Messenger Front Page

Tory Hamilton
OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS
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DESIGN

Publications Magazine Cover

1ST PLACE	
Beeson Magazine: Cover Page

Kristen Padilla

BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL OF SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Word&Way Feb. 2021

Bryan Kaylor 

WORD&WAY

3RD PLACE	
Resource

Kris Kell
ILLINOIS BAPTIST STATE ASSOCIATION

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY  BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL 2021

Perservering
Through
Challenging
Times

Promotion and Advertising Direct Mail

1ST PLACE	
Annual Homecoming 2021 

INNOVATIVE FAITH RESOURCES 

2ND PLACE	
2020 Mission:Dignity: Year End Mailer

Mission:Dignity and Brand Management Staff
GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Promotion and Advertising Printed ad
1ST PLACE	
Shift Conference Promotional Ad 

Micah Raies, Garland Sepulveda, Holly Taylor
GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES

DO WELL.
DO RIGHT. 
DO MORE.®
GuideStone® understands that to be on mission,  
your faith must integrate into all parts of your life — 
including your finances.

Find out how GuideStone can help you  
align your faith and finances.

Check out this QR code 
for more information.

RETIREMENT |  INSURANCE |  INVESTMENTS |  PROPERTY & CASUALTY
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DESIGN

Promotion and Advertising Digital Ad

1ST PLACE	
Japan Cultural Info-graphic

Philip King 

IMB

Promotion and Advertising Specialty Item

1ST PLACE	
NAMB 3 Circles Box Evangelism Kit

NAMB Marketing Team
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

2ND PLACE	
Desk Calendar

Office of Communications
UNION UNIVERSITY 

3RD PLACE	
NAMB GenSend T-Shirt 

NAMB Marketing Team
BAPTIST NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

Promotion and Advertising Poster/Flyer

1ST PLACE	
Family Services Value Proposition Overview Flyer

Micah Raies, Garland Sepulveda, Holly Taylor
GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES
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DESIGN

Promotion and Advertising Digital Media

1ST PLACE	
Navigate: Ages & Stages Web Graphic

Micah Raies, Garland Sepulveda, Holly Taylor
GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

2ND PLACE	
Download MyGS App Email

Marketing Department
GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

North Carolina 
Baptist Aging Ministry

We also offer weekend camps at your church – 
we’ll come  to you!

NCBAM provides:
• Ministry projects and materials
• Camp programming
• Meals and lodging on BCH campuses

CAMP BAM OFFERS MISSION OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE THE AGING

Illustration General

1ST PLACE	
CP Annual 14 Journeys Regional Illustrations

Office of Marketing and Communications
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

2ND PLACE	
Examining Church Health Illustration

Texas Baptist
TEXAS BAPTIST

3RD PLACE	
NAMB Send Network Spouse Care Stationary 
Illustration

NAMB Marketing Team
NAMB

Illustration Billboard/banner
1ST PLACE	
Camp BAM banner 

Carol Layton
NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST AGING MINISTRY
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OVERALL PUBLICATION

1ST PLACE	
NAMB Timothy+Barnabas Gratitude Journal

NAMB Marketing Team
NAMB 

2ND PLACE	
Founded on Faith

Michael C. Blackwell
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES OF NORTH CAROLINA

Book

Print Publication Magazine

1ST PLACE	
Roundtable 

Marketing and Communication
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

2ND PLACE	
Beeson Magazine

Kristen Padilla 
BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL SAMFORD UNIVERSITY 

3RD PLACE	
The Great Commission Magazine

Office of Marketing and Communications
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

CBU celebrates
with in-person 

commencement
PAG E  8

PAG E  2 0

PAG E  1 0 PAG E  2 6

Professors share love
for data to help spread

the Gospel

Women’s Basketball 
break records 
and win titles

Crossing the Finish Line
E N G I N E E R I N G  S T U D E N T S  B U I L D ,  T H E N  R AC E  A  C A R

THE MAGAZINE OF CALIFORNIA BAPTIST  UNIVERSITY

SUMMER 2021 •  VOLUME 63 •  ISSUE 2

1ST PLACE	
Arkansas Baptist News: eMagazine Issue 11/04/21

Arkansas Baptist News
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

Electronic Publication
I N F O R M ,  I N S P I R E ,  I N V O L V E

A R   B A P T I S T  S T A T E  C O N V E N T I O N

ABSC 2021 Annual Meeting Recap
The 168th Annual Meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention convened
last week, Oct. 26-27 at First Baptist Church in Cabot.

A R B A P T I S T S T A T E C O N V E N T I O N

Pastors encouraged to heed

Read More

Subscribe Past Issues Translate
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OVERALL PUBLICATION

1ST PLACE	
Illinois Baptist
IBSA Communications Team
ILLINOIS BAPTIST  

2ND PLACE	
The Baptist Paper

Jennifer Davis Rash, Lauren Grim, Dianna Cagle, TAB Staff  
THE BAPTIST PAPER 

3RD PLACE	
The Alabama Baptist

Jennifer Rash, Carrie McWhorter, Lauren Grim, Dianna Cagle
THE ALABAMA BAPTIST

Print Publication Newspaper

1ST PLACE	
Missions + Ministry - March 2021 Edition

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION 

Print Publication Other

Nashville, Tenn. | After leading the Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion for eight years, Russell Moore 
announced his departure from the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s public 
policy arm. Moore will join the staff of 
Christianity Today (CT), headquar-
tered in Carol Stream, as public theo-
logian and director of its new Public 
Theology Project.
 “Russell has established himself as 
one of the most significant evangeli-
cal voices of our time,” said Timothy 
Dalrymple, president and CEO of 
CT, in a news release about the hire. 
“He illuminates the relevance of the 
gospel to the whole of life, from ev-
eryday matters of faith to the great 
debates in our society and culture.”
 Christianity Today was founded 
in 1956 by Billy Graham to provide 
news and perspective from an evan-
gelical worldview. Its footprint now 
includes multiple online resources 
for pastors and ministry leaders, 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION 2021
June 15-16 

 Meeting schedule and  
vision 2025 

 Illinoisans nominated 
to national leadership

 IBSA dessert reception  
planned at J.W. Marriott 
on Monday night
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5

Always Online
IllinoisBaptist.org

IB

    3 ways my  
   kids learn 
  Scripture

P. 15 

REPORT: Equality Act’s impact on churches; state assembly presses sex ed.  P. 7-8 

News journal of the Illinois Baptist
State Association

JUNE 1, 2021
Vol. 115 No. 6

P. 3

The new face
of women’s
missions

P. 11 

erlc

Moore departs
Will join Christianity Today     Flag

       season

Raising concerns over 
religious freedom

MISSION

Campers on Mission
hold national gathering

in DuQuoin  P. 9

Kingdom 
builders

in focus

Meredith Flynn

Details on P. 4 and updates
online at IBSA.org.

Big crowd expected
in Nashville

1ST PLACE	
NAMB Kidnapped story campaign 

NAMB Marketing Team

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

Mixed Media Coverage

OCTOBER

2021
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
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STUDENT
AWARDS

Website 25 pages or More

INTERACTIVE COMMUNICATIONS

1ST PLACE	
Baylorlariat.com

Baylor Lariat staff
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
The Banner

Case Maldonado, Jasmine Severi, Tonia Ross
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

Video: Storytelling less than 1 minute

1ST PLACE	
CBU Sports Minute

Wyatt Mitchison, CBU TV
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
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STUDENT AWARDS

Video: Storytelling 1-3 Minutes

1ST PLACE	
Remember Alicia Martinez

Grace Smith, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
John W. North teacher on leave after Native 

mocking American culture

Ignacio Dominguez
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE	
Spooky Samford Baseball 

Grace Smith 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
Baylor students lose home to winter storm 

Sarah Gill 
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
A practice with CBU stunt

Wyatt Mitchison, CBU TV
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE	
Tinkerbell 

Haley Sue Harbison 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

Video: Storytelling More than 3 Minutes

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS
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Portrait

PHOTOGRAPHY

1ST PLACE	
Endless Spinning 

Luc Stringer, Angelos
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
CBU fills event center for Midnight Madness 
Marharyta Smirnova, Claire Grimes, The Banner
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Decision Height promotional series 

Abigail Aspinwall
UNION UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
CBU welcomes students back in person for fall semester

Phillip Elijah, The Banner
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Big 12 tennis dogpile 

Sarah Pinkerton, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

Series

Single 

November 5, 2021 · Volume 68 · Issue 4

PERSPECTIVES

CBU � lls the Event Center 
for Midnight Madness

Photos by Claire Grimes, Marharyta Smirnova

3

1. Brittany Klaman, MBA student, enters through
the fog holding the Australian flag high.

2. CBU students cheer during the pre-party at
Midnight Madness.

3.The CBU cheer team performs a routine to warm

up the crowd before introducing the basketball
teams.

4. Lance the Lancer dances for the crowd to
prepare them for Midnight Madness.

5. Keanu Rasmussen, freshman business

administration major, goes for a dunk.

1

2

5

3

4

8

STUDENT AWARDS
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STUDENT AWARDS

NEWS WRITING

Single Article 

1ST PLACE 
Reform Alabama Prisons

Moriah Mason, The Local 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE 
Police called on black students 

Emily Cousins, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE 
School of Social Work hosts ‘Remember me 

Walk’

Samuel Stettheimer, Cardinal & Cream 
UNION UNIVERSITY

By Moriah Mason

Imagine that you had committed three nonviolent 
property crimes. On the day of your trial, you walk into 
the courtroom and hope that you receive a light sentence. 
However, your hopes are soon demolished when the 
judge sentences you to life without parole. 

This scenario provides a glimpse into what Ronald 
McKeithan felt back in 1984.  

Fortunately, McKeithan was able to be released but he 
is just one of many inmates who have been sentenced to 
prison under a strict sentencing law.

According to the Sentencing Project, beginning in 
the 1970s, stricter sentencing laws such as mandatory 
minimums, the Three Strikes law, cutbacks in parole 
release and other laws have caused more people to be sent 
to prison on longer sentences.

These strict sentencing laws have not only impacted 
the lives of inmates but have also led to prison 
overcrowding. Because of this, states started to contract 
with private prisons.    

 Private prisons are built and funded by private 
corporations. Samford sociology professor Dr. Theresa 
Davidson explained, “The point of private prisons is to 
contract with the state or a county to save money.”

However, “the drawback of private prisons is 
that they save states and counties money by cutting 

services needed to successfully run a prison, such as staff 
training, facility security, educational and rehabilitation 
programming,” said Carla Crowder Executive Director of 
Alabama Appleseed Center for Law and Justice.

Furthermore, rather than rehabilitating inmates, a 
private prison’s goal is to make money off incarcerated 
individuals. 

“From my understanding of talking to people in the 
business world, this is not a good model. This is not a 
function that should be monetized and based on profit,” 
said Crowder.

How Does this Pertain to Alabama?
On Feb. 1, Gov. Kay Ivey signed two lease agreements 

with Government Real Estate Solutions of Central 
Alabama, LLC and Government Real Estate Solutions of 
South Alabama, LLC. Both are entities of Core Civic, a 
company that owns and manages private prisons. 

Crowder went on to discuss Ivey’s reasoning behind 
partnering with CoreCivic. “What Ivey is trying to do is 
what is called a public-private partnership and it is a lease 
option,” Crowder said. “The private prison companies 
would build the facilities based on how they built other 
facilities and they would maintain them as it pertains to 
security. But all the staffing (wardens, administrators and 
guards) would be state employees.

“The reason this is problematic is that we already know 
that the Alabama Department of Corrections operates 
the worst prisons in the country, “said Crowder.“There 
are extraordinary levels of violence, corruption, 
mismanagement, understaffing and the highest death 
rates in the country. You have the worst of both worlds 
with this plan; you have for-profit companies who want 
to make money by charging the taxpayers of Alabama 
top-dollar to build and maintain these prisons. And then 
they will be operated by the most troubled department of 
corrections in the country.” 

Now, while Gov. Kay Ivey is not building a “private 
prison” per se, it still is troubling that the Alabama 
Department of Corrections will be in charge of these 
public-private prisons.
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STUDENT AWARDS

FEATURE WRITING

Single Article

1ST PLACE 
Scott Drew, a light in the dark  

DJ Ramirez, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE 
Our 911. How COVID-19 changed everything, again  

Luc Stringer, Pursuit
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE 
Healing Horses

Selah Vetter, The Local 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

First-Person Column/Blog 

1ST PLACE 
Birmingham needs more ‘Friends of Riverwood Field’

Gracie Eddins, The Local 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE 
Reaching the mountaintop: Tristen Kelly on running 
cross country across cultures

Keely Vaughn, Cardinal & Cream
UNION UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE 
Time to expand the Supreme Court

Emily Cousins, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
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Illustration: General

Publication: Magazine Article Spread

Publication: Magazine Cover

DESIGN

1ST PLACE	
Educate yourself on Afghanistan

Morgan Dowler, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Lancer Life Comic  

Samantha “Red” Rojo
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
Pursuit: A weekend in New York

Camille Grochowski
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Celebration of culture 

Andreea Loghin, Focus Magazine
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE	
Chasing Simplicity

Lily Kate Hollis
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
Pursuit, Fall 2021 Issue

Camille Grochowski, Luc Stringer, Caleb Chong
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
The Local

The Local
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE	
Focus, Eye of the storm

Trong Mai
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

VOLUME 11 . ISSUE 1 . FALL 2021

OUR 9/11
How COVID-19 Changed Everything, Again

STUDENT AWARDS
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STUDENT AWARDS

Publication: Magazine Whole Issue

DESIGN

1ST PLACE	
Pursuit, Fall 2021

Pursuit Staff
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Cardinal & Cream: Fall 2021

Leah Busler, Design Editor 
UNION UNIVERSITY

3RD PLACE	
The Local

The Local
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

Publication: Newspaper Article Spread
1ST PLACE	
Perfect bracket run

DJ Ramirez, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
Welcome back, Lancers 

Sofia Eneqvist, The Banner
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

Publication: Newspaper Front Page
1ST PLACE	
Baylor football preview

Ava Dunwoody, Baylor Lariat
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
The Banner, Vol. 69, Issue 3

Sofia Eneqvist, Emily McGinn, Elijah Hickman 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

Photo by Jamie Schwaberow/NCAA Photos via Getty Images

Wednesday, April 7, 2021
The Baylor Lariat 3Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

The Baylor Lariat2
National Championship Issue

THE PERFECT BRACKET RUN

Bears torch Gonzaga’s undefeated dream
 The Bears never trailed behind the Bulldogs in their 

first national title game since 1948.
Sixteen years to the day after the Lady Bears won its 

first national title, the men’s squad has joined the ranks 
of Baylor history. After an 86-70 demolishing of formerly 
undefeated Gonzaga, the Bears have accomplished just the 
second men’s national title in any sport at Baylor, the last 
going to the men’s tennis team in 2004.

“First and foremost, I want to thank God for blessing us 
with this opportunity tonight. I know the guys have worked 
really hard. And I’m so happy they get a chance to celebrate 
now,” 18th-year head coach Scott Drew said. “I thought we 

were on the mission to make the most of it. If we had lost, 
we wanted to make sure to have no regrets — we wanted to 
leave it all on the table.”

After winning the tip, the Green and Gold’s Cerberus of 
guards did not disappoint on the biggest stage in collegiate 
basketball. The Bears got ahead early and never let their 
opponent through to the lead.

“Yeah, the start of the game was tremendous,” junior 
guard Jared Butler said. “I know I didn’t, Adam didn’t, Mark 
didn’t, we didn’t look at the scoreboard. We were just going 
out there, giving it our all. [It was] electrifying, especially in 
that type of moment, a big game. And everybody stepped 
up.”

The Bears ran off the first nine points and built into a 
19-point lead midway through the first half. The Bulldogs 
were determined, however, and closed the lead to 10 with 

a fast break layup two seconds before the buzzer. Baylor 
seemed unfazed though in the second half, fighting fire 
with fire after some time in the locker room.

“Gonzaga has got obviously some unbelievably talented 
guards.” Drew said. “And one thing I can tell you about our 
guards, though, when the best is needed, the best is usually 
provided. As RG3 would say: No pressure; no diamonds. 
And our guys, the better the opponent, the better they play.”

Drew recognized the talent of the ‘stache, even 
admitting Baylor tried to recruit him. No matter, the 
mullets overpowered Drew Timme’s status as one of 
Gonzaga’s hotshots.

“He’s a heck of a player,” Drew said. “And we knew we 
just couldn’t let him get the ball because if he got the ball 
it was a problem for us. Credit our guys for really having 
great ball pressure on the perimeter and really trying to 

limit his touches because if he caught it we knew we were 
going to be in trouble.”

Timme wasn’t the only concern the Bears had going into 
the finals. Butler noted his shooting struggles throughout 
the tournament leading up to the Final Four as another 
hurdle. Despite the mental hardships he faced, his faith and 
the trust the team had brought him out of the pits right in 
time to pull out an enthralling win.

“I knew God was going to allow me to make shots 
eventually. I just trusted him,” Butler said. “My teammates 
found me, kept feeding me the ball, telling me to shoot the 
ball, stuff like that. I’m glad it came at the right time.”

Drew credited 18 years’ worth of Bears to the big win 
that burst Gonzaga’s bubble of a perfect season.

“That’s what you love, over 18 years, there’s so many 
people that put in hard work and sweat,” Drew said. 

RACHEL ROYSTER & 
MATTHEW SODERBERG

Copy Desk Chief & Editor-In-Chief

OFF-NIGHT LEADS THE CHARGE Davion Mitchell drives past Corey Kispert of the Gonzaga Bulldogs in the National 
Championship game of the 2021 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament on Monday at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.

Photo by Brett Wilhelm/NCAA Photos via Getty Images

CHAMPIONS  MaCio Teague drives to the basket against Andrew Nembhard in the first half of the National 
Championship game.

Photo by Jamie Schwaberow/NCAA Photos via Getty Images

THIS IS BEAR COUNTRY Fans gather at the Waco Regional Airport on 
Tuesday afternoon to welcome the Baylor men’s basketball team home.

Kristen DeHaven | Photo Editor

Home is Where the Hardware Is

WELCOME HOME, BEARS Marigold and Bruiser exit the plane to greet fans 
waiting for the Baylor men’s basketball team at the Waco Regional Airport. 

Kristen DeHaven | Photo Editor

M.O.PJunior guard Jared Butler, who was named Most Outstanding Player of the 
Final Four, exits the plane after the Bears’ return to Waco from Indianapolis.  

Kristen DeHaven | Photo Editor

BRING IT IN Head coach Scot Drew greets friends after exiting the plane after 
BU’s return to Waco after winning the 2021 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament.

Kristen DeHaven | Photo Editor
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HERE COME THE BEARS

TRESTAN EBNER 
“I want to enjoy this as much 
as I can with these guys I’ve 
grown to love.” Pg. 2

����������������

R.J. SNEED “When I know you 

you’ve got my back.” Pg. 4

Coach Dave Aranda 
MARQUIS COOLEY

Sports Editor

HEAD COACH >> Page 7

TAKING THE REINS Gerry Bohanon is Baylor’s new starting quarterback after having 
competed against Jacob Zeno and Blake Shapen for the spot.

Photo Courtesy of Baylor Athletics

GIO GENNERO
Sports Writer

QB1 >> Page 7

“Excited to 
be back and 

excited to be in 
normal spaces. 

It’s a big 
difference.

DAVE ARANDA | 
HEAD COACH
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DESIGN

1ST PLACE	
Impacted by COVID-19 

Josh McSwain, Baylor Roundup
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
COVID-19: Tracking the global pandemic that 

redefined the year 

 Hannah Lapos, Angelos 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

1ST PLACE	
Angelos 2021: Adapt

Angelos staff 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
The Baylor Lariat: Going with the flow

Baylor Roundup staff
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

Publication: Yearbook Cover
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A&L | B1
Pigskin 
Preview

Bears get 
ready to take 

the stage

Sports | C4
Basketball 
Gets Ready 

Homecoming traditions 
pass to next generation

Since 1909, Baylor Homecoming 
has brought the Baylor family of the 
past, present and future together for a 
weekend full of traditions.

Flower Mound sophomore Lauren 
Leath said her parents, Blake and 
Dawn Leath, graduated from Baylor 
in 1992 and have gone as a family to 
homecoming over the years.

“I’ve been to homecoming four 
or five times. I don’t remember the 
youngest times, but I have so many 
pictures of my dad and I at the bonfire,” 
Lauren Leath said. “We would always 
watch the homecoming parade, and 
they would provide food and hot 
chocolate, so we would get up super 
early on Saturday mornings for that 
and then go to the game.”

Lauren Leath said she grew up 
immersed in homecoming traditions, 
including the bonfire, Pigskin Revue, 
the parade and the football game. Now 
she is experiencing those traditions as 
a student.

“I remember when I was growing up 
and coming to homecoming, I looked 
up to all the students so much, and it 
was so cool to think at the time that 
my parents did all of this too,” Lauren 
Leath said. “I talk to them about floats 
and pomping, and my mom said that 
that’s exactly like what she did.”

Dawn Leath said she feels it has 
come full circle now that she sees 
her daughter participating in the very 
traditions she did when she attended 
Baylor.

“Part of it has been a little 
bittersweet with COVID-19 because 
this feels like her freshman year 
would’ve been,” Dawn Leath said. 
“It’s been even more meaningful as a 
parent because as a kid, we were there 
as students and just going to school, but 
as a parent, you see that they take such 
great care of our kids.”

Dallas sophomore McKay 
Harman said he had a similar familial 
experience growing up and is now a 
fifth-generation Bear.

“I have been going to every single 
home game since 2011 when RG3 
[Robert Griffin III] was here, and he 

CAMILLE COX
Staff Writer

History of 
the Bonfire

Want to see more 
Homecoming History? 

Check out pages A4 & A5!

CHILLIN’ BY THE FIRE  Two 1950 slime-cap clad 
Baylor students warm up by the bonfire.

Photo Courtesy of The Baylor Roundup

MEMORY LANE An old photo inscribed “Home 
Coming — Bonfire” from 1932 recounts the Baylor 
family standing around the bonfire at night.

Photo Courtesy of The Baylor Roundup

BEAR BUILDERS 1994 students wear denim and 
work boots to stack wooden pallets, which are used 
to build and fuel the bonfire each year.

Photo Courtesy of The Baylor Roundup

EXTRA! EXTRA! The cover of the Nov. 5, 1982,
Lariat shows a recap of the bonfire structure,
Pigskin, the parade and the game.

Photo Courtesy of The Baylor Roundup

NEXT GEN >> Page A7

The homecoming court will include a king to be crowned 
along with the queen for the first time in Baylor history. 
Beginning in 1934, the tradition of crowning a queen and her 
court has been an integral part of the homecoming weekend 
festivities.

According to the Baylor Homecoming website, “members 
of the Homecoming Court reflect the Christian mission of 
the university and live out its call to leadership and service 
in the world.”

Grapevine junior Abby Tanner, homecoming court 
coordinator, said that the process includes a nomination from 
an organization or faculty member, interviews and headshots 
before the court is announced at Pigskin Revue tonight.

Following the presentation of the winners at Pigskin, the 
court attends the parade and football game for recognition.

“They represent the best of Baylor and they represent 
Baylor’s values, so it’s kind of my job to make sure that they 
get the recognition they deserve because they do so much in 

our community and in their spiritual life,” Tanner said.
Tanner said that this year’s court is setting a precedent, 

being the first court to include men as well as women.
“We’re super excited for the addition of guys in this 

tradition,” Tanner said. “King and his court was added 
because we wanted everybody to be recognized, not just 
women, because everybody has done great work for Baylor 
and is involved.”

The homecoming court consists of four women 
representing the queen’s court as princesses and four men 
representing the king’s court as princes, making a total 
of 10 students who will be celebrated as the 2021 Baylor 
homecoming court.

Ventura County, Calif., junior Isabelle Zgorzelski, 
homecoming chair, explained the lengthy process for 
selection of the court, which began in August. The 
homecoming committee emailed advisers and organizations 
to submit nominees for homecoming court.

“We email the people who are in charge of organizations 

CAMILLE COX
Staff Writer

THE CROWN >> Page A7

FAMILY FLAME Flower Mound sophomore Lauren Leath sits on her 
father’s shoulders as a child during a Baylor bonfire.

Photo Courtesy of Lauren Leath

Men & 
women make 
a game plan

Homecoming court to include king for first time
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Publication: Newspaper Whole Issue

1ST PLACE	
The Baylor Lariat: Homecoming 2021

Baylor Lariat staff
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE	
The Banner: Vol. 69, Issue 5 

Sofia Eneqvist, Emily McGinn, Elijah Hickman 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

Publication: Yearbook Whole Issue
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Angelos 2021: Adapt

Angelos staff 
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
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Promotion/Advertisting Print or Digital Ad
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Delta Wise, Baylor Roundup
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
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Mixed Media Coverage
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Ignacio Dominguez, Lauren Brooks
CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
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Big 12 Championship

Marquis Cooley, Joe Pratt, Josh Wilson 
Loghin, Baylor Focus
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
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Natalie Nagy, Editor-in-Chief 
UNION UNIVERSITY

2ND PLACE 
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SAMFORD UNIVERSITY
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Baylor Roundup

Baylor Roundup staff
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
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Magic most certainly is in the air – Disney 
magic to be exact. California Baptist University 
will be hosting a live showing of “Beauty and the 
Beast” in the Wallace Theatre beginning Nov. 19. 
There will be a matinee show on the evening of 
Nov. 20, and there will be showings from Dec. 2-4 
after Thanksgiving break.

The theater program was originally preparing 
to perform “Beauty and the Beast” in spring 2020. 
However, due to the onset of the pandemic, the 
show never took place. As a result, some return-
ing actors have been waiting to do this show for 
well over a year.

“We were going into dress rehearsal week 
when everything was closed down for COVID,” 
said Lisa Lyons, adjunct professor of theater. 
“The process has been di� erent the second time 
around. Many of the principles were from the 
previous show. Belle, Beast, Mrs. Potts, Chip, 
Cogsworth and the Wardrobe knew their lines 
and music already. The ensemble is basically new 
to the show, so they had to learn lines, music and 
choreography.”

On top of a long gap between the intended 
opening night and this semester, there were still 
some other bumps in the road.

“We did have an outbreak of COVID, so we 
lost about a week of rehearsal,” Lyons said. “After 
that, though it was all hands on deck to get to this 
week.”

Sophia Oliveri, senior theater major, will por-
tray Mrs. Potts in the production. She spoke about 
what she is most excited about for opening night.

“(I am excited for) the live audience,” Oliveri 
said. “That’s what’s been missing. Without an au-
dience what’s the point of live theater?”

Oliveri said the cast and crew worked tireless-
ly the first time around, and this work ethic has 
continued into this semester’s production.

“The initial cast list came out Dec. 6, 2019,” 
Oliveri said. “From there we rehearsed 20 hours, 
if not more, a week. This production, we began 
casting two days into the semester and have been 
rehearsing since.”

Rehearsals this semester ran from 7-11 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, with a weekend rehears-
al period on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In 
the week leading to opening night, the actors re-
hearse from 5:30 p.m. until 12 a.m., and the crew 
is in the theater even earlier.

Although it has been di�cult to wait several 
semesters to do the show, Oliveri said she is ex-
cited to be part of the show, especially since it has 
changed since 2019.

“Personally, it’s been a funny challenge navi-
gating being a six-foot teapot,” Oliveri said. “My 
right arm is a lot stronger having been a spout for 
over a year. It’s such a blessing to be a part of this 
production at CBU. We have grown and changed 

Cam ille Grochow ski | Banner
The costumes for ‘Beauty and the Beast’ are displayed on a rack in preperation for the show. 

Cam ille Grochow ski | Banner
Alexis Parsio applies prosthetics to Nathan Sporcich, who plays the Beast in the production.

Cour tesy of the CBU Theat er Progr am

Tale as old as time

Tre’dish launch —
New food platform featuring 
home chefs launches in Riverside.

N e w s ,  Pg.  2

Supply shortage —
Ships piling up at Southern 
California ports affect supply chain.

B & T , Pg.  10

Hawkeye series —
Disney+ prepares to launch 
newest series for Marvel franchise.

A & E , Pg.  12

so much since 2019 and it’s so cool being able to 
see this show with life breathed into it again.”

Nathan Sporcich, junior marketing major, 
is portraying the Beast. He said he experienced 
some struggles with getting back into his charac-
ter after the long gap of time between the origi-
nally planned performance date and now, but he 
is looking forward to performing in person again.

“I experienced some trouble in fi nding my-
self returning to my performance the fi rst time 
around when the show was set to perform in 
2020,” Sporcich said. “It’s been a while since I 
have done that, and I didn’t realize how much I 
missed it. Plus, the show is going to be just what 
people need to lift their spirits from the pandem-
ic.”

Sporcich also gave some insight about this 
long journey and what came from it.

“The journey so far has been quite unpredict-
able and precautious, but ultimately has been a 
time of strong bonding and lasting memories,” 
Sporcich said.

Lyons said it has been a long journey to get to 
the show, but she is proud of how the show has 
progressed.

“Opening night will be a wonderful culmina-
tion of a lot of hard work,” Lyons said. “The cos-
tumes, sets, lights, sound, projections (and) all the 
technical aspects of the show are pretty fantastic. 
Come see the show. (It is) a great way to start the 
holiday season.”

Students can buy discounted tickets at the box 
o�ce for $10. Military veterans and CBU faculty 
and sta� can purchase tickets for $12, and general 
admission for everyone else is $15.

BY LEIGHANNE MUÑOZ
STAFF WRITER

� eater unveils ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ after extended delay
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KEVAN W. AGEE, CISA, CISM, CDPSE, & CFEMr.  Agee has acquired 20 years of experience 
in the areas of Technology, Project Management, Business Process Improvement, and 
data/document management. He is uniquely positioned to deliver value for clients in key 
business areas including technology, audit activities, data analysis and fraud prevention.  
He is an analytical professional who possesses necessary skills to work with multiple 
information streams and process technical data/jargonphic design work, with his most 
recent projects, “The United Colors of the Apocalypse,” featured in American Prospect 
Magazine and mentioned in The New Yorker, and he has served as a juror for the Summit 
International Awards and for Posters for Tomorrow, based in Paris, France.  Kevan has 
been involved with web development starting in 1999 when he worked on the Keane Web 
Development team. He has worked with web development as a developer and has worked 
with web infrastructure and servers. He has been involved with web development from the 
early days of web development that involved making some changes using note pad and 
HTML markup to the more modern processes where web development has become the 
common interface for most applications. 

As Co-founder and Creative Director of The Creative Well,  he’s a 25 + year veteran in the 
production industry. In those years, he has been awarded three Telly Awards, two Emmy 
Nominations, and one Emmy Award for his editing. He spent eight years at KATV-TV in Little 
Rock. During his tenure, Billy accrued years of experience with camera operation, directing, 
lighting, and audio. He traveled Arkansas, and the United States, covering breaking news, 
sports and special events with KATV of Little Rock as well as operating the satellite uplink 
truck “NewStar.”  His talents in the editing room and his proficiency in virtually all non-
linear editing formats made him one of the most sought after editors around. His skill set 
has galvanized his abilities to do unparalleled work under intense deadline pressure and 
he truly understands visual storytelling like few others. From 2010 - 2014, Billy traveled 
with the Walmart FLW Bass Fishing Tour, producing and directing their live weigh-ins. 
He has also traveled the world shooting documentaries on mission trips to China, Hong 
Kong, India, Nepal, Poland and Germany. He loves to travel and has produced videos on 
six continents. He currently serves as Director of Media at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church of Little Rock, Ark. He started volunteering at Geyer Springs at the age of 15 and 
cut his teeth in the live news and production world, running audio, camera and directing 
newscasts, arena shows, football games, concerts and special projects. 

As the director of digital media at Heifer International, Maegan Clark leads the organiza-
tion’s digital marketing and advertising strategies that are designed to build brand aware-
ness to new and existing donors through engagement and fundraising. In her 11 years at 
Heifer, she has seen the positive effects that digital media can play to a nonprofit – from 
the first tweet that raised to $300, to her current role which she is responsible
for raising more than $10 million through digital marketing efforts. Clark holds a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from Arkansas State, a master’s degree in Public Administration and 
Graduate certificate in Nonprofit Management from University of Arkansas Little Rock, 
and last year received her accreditation in public relations by Public Relations Society of 
America. 

JUDGES

KEVAN AGEE  
INTERACTIVE JUDGE 

Web Development Consultant 

BILLY CANNON
AUDIO VISUAL JUDGE 

Creative Director/Media Director
The Creative Well, Geyer Springs FBC

MAEGAN CLARK
INTERACTIVE/OVERALL JUDGE 

Director Digital Media
Heifer International
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JUDGES

Kara Darling has more than 18 years of graphic design experience, with her creative 
abilities spanning a wide variety of industries, including nonprofit and for profit work, as 
well as public agency work. For the past 11 years, Kara has developed and operated her 
own design business, Kara Darling Creative, working with nonprofits and small businesses 
to promote better lifestyles and lasting change within the community and beyond. Her 
honors include five ADDY® Awards from the Central Arkansas chapter of the American 
Advertising Federation; a Service Industry Advertising Award; Arkansas Festival and Events 
ALFiE Award, Gold Award for Promotional Print Marketing Materials; ARCom Arkansas 
Marketing and Communications Prism Award, “Other Printed Pieces” Category; and 
Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives Awards for Communications Excellence, 
Grand Award for Publications. Most recently her artwork gained international recognition 
as a Hermes Creative Award recipient; her artwork appeared in Vanity Fair and O, the Oprah 
Magazine, as well as enjoying exclusive creative use for artwork to appear across Apple’s® 
marketing platforms. To learn more about Kara Darling Creative visit karadarlingcreative.

Deana Doss Day currently provides public/media relations for Faith Comes By Hearing, 
an international Audio Bible ministry based in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Day worked in 
public relations and marketing in Arkansas, plus spent more than 20 years in journalism as 
an award-winning television news reporter, anchor, producer and manager in Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Texas, Iowa and New Mexico.  An Arkansas native and graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University, she is a very proud mom of three grown children who live in Memphis, 
Tenn.; Oxford, Miss.; and London, England.

. 

Will Day is an Emmy Award-winning videographer/editor for Ole Miss Sports Productions, 
Oxford, Miss. He makes both short and long form videos for the Ole Miss Football team, 
as well as their golf program and spirit squads. He is a 2020 graduate of The University of 
Mississippi. Previously, he was a producer, creator and director of The Red Zone Podcast, 
a bi-weekly compilation of the best segments & interviews of The Red Zone with JB on The 
Ticket, KQSM-FM 92.1 FM, of Fayetteville, Ark.

DEANA DOSS DAY
AUDIO VISUAL/NEWS WRITING JUDGE 

Communications Coordinator
Faith Comes by Hearing

WILL DAY
AUDIO VISUAL JUDGE 

Videographer/editor
University of Mississippi

KARA DARLING
DESIGN JUDGE 

Graphic Designer
Kara Darling Creative 
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Originally from Hot Springs, Ark., Lara Farrar has worked as a journalist for nearly two 
decades for state, national and international media outlets. Farrar studied journalism and 
Spanish at Boston University. After graduation, she remained in Boston, working for the 
NPR-affiliate WBUR, CNN, the Boston Globe and the New York Times. She later received 
a master’s in global media and communications from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science and Fudan University in Shanghai, China. Farrar continued to work 
for CNN and for CNN International, transferring her experience in London’s CNNi bureau 
to Shanghai, China, where she worked as a foreign correspondent for nearly a decade. 
She held press credentials in China for Women’s Wear Daily and the Chronicle of Higher 
Education and freelanced for a number of international media outlets.  Farrar returned 
to Arkansas in 2018 for a sabbatical and to be closer to family. She joined the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette in the fall of 2020. She works as an investigative reporter for the ADG 
and is also the host of the in-depth news podcast, Capitol & Scott. Farrar also has taught 
journalism at the graduate and undergraduate level and worked as a consultant for 
international public relations firms. In her spare time, she loves to travel, learn about other 
cultures, study geopolitics hike, ride horses and spend time with friends.

Lauren Farabough, director of healthcare strategy for MHP/Team SI, has more than 10 
years of experience in innovative content marketing, social media management and 
digital marketing strategy. Farabough works with clients primarily in the healthcare 
industry but also has experience with education, restaurants, tourism and state 
agency clients. Previously, she worked at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
in communications and marketing, managing the hospital’s social media presence and 
strategy, website and publications for more than five years. Farabough also leads internal 
training on various topics at MHP/Team SI and serves as an adjunct professor at Ouachita 
Baptist University, teaching advertising and social media. She holds a master’s degree in 
journalism from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock and a bachelor’s degree in mass 
communications and English from Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Ark. 

 

From a young age Jenny Halpain has always had a passion and talent for art and creativity. 
She studied art through junior high and high school and attended college at a prestigious 
art school. She graduated in the top of her class with a 3.9 gpa from the Art Institute of 
Dallas with a degree in Graphic Design. While she was there she was able to study under 
talented professionals still active in the art/design world. After art school and starting 
her career as a graphic designer she took 3 years of oil painting classes at the Arkansas 
Museum of Fine Art’s Museum School where she sold some of her pieces through the 
museum’s student sale. A painting of hers got to hang in the museum for a few months. 
She has been working as a graphic artist for Promotional Ideas in Bryant, Arkansas for 
the past 20 years. They are a Promotional Advertising Agency that has been blessed to 
be able to work with some of the top businesses and organizations in the state and local 
communities for all of these years. She works on everything from logo designs, print design 
and marketing materials, promotional items, signage, packaging, t-shirt designs, and 
more! Jenny loves that every day presents a new design challenge where she gets to work 
closely with their clients to come up with the right solutions for their upcoming projects 
and events. 

JENNY HALPAIN
DESIGN JUDGE 

Graphic Artist
Promotional Ideas Advertising Agency

LAUREN FARABOUGH
FEATURE WRITING/OVERALL/AUDIO 

VISUAL JUDGE 

Director of Healthcare Strategy
MHP/Team SI

LARA FARRAR
NEWS/FEATURE WRITING JUDGE 

Investigative Journalist 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
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Linda S. Haymes is an award-winning lifelong journalist and public relations professional 
with more than 30 years of experience writing for newspapers, magazines and other 
publications. She is a New Orleans native and holds a B.A. in Journalism from Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge, La. She wrote for the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette for 
more than 25 years, serving as both a news and features reporter and also a columnist for 
13 years. Previously, she was an editorial assistant and features writer for Baton Rouge 
Magazine. As a public relations professional, she served as communications manager for 
the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau for several years during the groundbreaking 
and dedication of the William J. Clinton Presidential Library & Museum, groundbreaking 
and construction of the new Heifer International building, and the grand opening of Curran 
Hall as the Little Rock Visitor Center. Since 2017, Haymes has served as communications 
manager with the Myeloma Center at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
where she writes patient stories, news releases and is editor of the full-color annual 
Myeloma magazine.. 

Heather A. Haywood, APR, is the director of marketing and public relations for Mitchell, 
Williams, Selig, Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C. and leads the law firm’s vision and strategy 
for traditional and online marketing, communications and firm-wide and practice-specific 
marketing initiatives. She is the President of the Arkansas Chapter of the Public Relations 
Society of America and serves as Chair of the Law Firm Alliance Marketing Council. She 
earned the Accreditation in Public Relations (APR) from the Public Relations Society of 

America (PRSA) and a Certificate in Reputation Management.  She holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in journalism/public relations from Arkansas Tech University.

Nikki Heck serves as the Director of Public Affairs for the Arkansas Commissioner of State 
Lands office.  She has been with the office for more than 20 years serving in multiple 
communication/public relations capacities. Her current position allows her to interact 
with the public and media while building awareness and interest in the office. Nikki, a 
Mount Vernon native, holds Associate’s Degrees in Computer Systems and Liberal Arts at 
Arkansas State University-Beebe.  She also holds a Bachelors of Science in Liberal Arts 
from the University of Arkansas in Little Rock. Nikki currently serves as the immediate 
past president for the Arkansas Chapter of the PRSA and has previously served as 
President and director at large as well as serving on the Prisms/ARcom committee since 
2013.
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PR/DEVELOPMENT JUDGE 

Director of Marketing/Public Relations
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After earning a BS in photo journalism at the University of Arkansas of Fayetteville 
back when film shooters roamed the Earth, David worked as a newspaper reporter/
photographer for three years before entering the public relations field, first with Daisy 
BB Guns and later with Entergy Arkansas, a major electric utility company.  Throughout 
his career and life, David has done photography as both a professional sideline and as a 
hobby. J ust recently he retired from Entergy Arkansas and has shifted his attention to full-
time photography and video production. See some of his work at www.dlewiscreative.com. 

Frank Lockwood, the religion editor at the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette in Little Rock, Ark., 
is a graduate of Harvard University, where he frequently participated in Southern Baptist 
youth activities. He also holds a juris doctorate from the University of Idaho College 
of Law; Frank and his wife, Aimie, are both members of the Arkansas State Bar. Other 
than a clerkship with Idaho District Judge Daniel Meehl and a stint as communications 
director for Idaho Gov. Phil Batt, Frank has focused on journalism, previously working for 
the Twin Falls (Idaho) Times-News, the (Boise) Idaho Statesman and the Lexington (Ky.) 
Herald-Leader, where he covered the 2000 elections and 9-11 as the paper’s Washington 
correspondent. At the Democrat-Gazette, he served as political editor and, from 2015 to 
2021, as Washington correspondent, where he witnessed post-election Jericho Marches 
and watched the Jan. 6 insurrection from inside the House chambers. He enjoys studying 
Spanish. In 2003, he traveled to Guatemala City to cover short-term missions work done 
by Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington, Ky. In 2004-2005, he studied Latin America and 
the Pentecostal movement while a fellow at the University of Michigan. He has attended 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meetings in Phoenix, Orlando and New Orleans. 

Libby Doss Lloyd is the director of communications for the Little Rock Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (LRCVB). She has been with the LRCVB since November 2012. In her role, 
she assists the Vice President of Marketing & Communications with the development 
of communication and marketing programs for promotion of the City of Little Rock as 
both a tourist, and meetings and convention destination through media and community 
relations programs. She frequently works with travel journalists, bloggers, influencers 
and media outlets to gain coverage of Little Rock and LRCVB initiatives in form of press 
trips, interviews, and editorial assistance. She also oversees the LRCVB’s content creation 
and social media presence. Prior to the COVID-19 global pandemic, Lloyd served as the 
lead Little Rock Ambassador brand trainer responsible for training new LRCVB employees 
and local hospitality industry partners. Lloyd has 18 years experience in the tourism and 
economic development fields, having worked for CJRW advertising agency, the Museum 
of Discovery, and the Arkansas Economic Development Commission. Lloyd is accredited in 
public relations by the Public Relations Society of America Universal Accreditation Board, 
serves on the Destinations International PR & Communications Task Force, is certified as 
a Professional in Destination Management, and is a Leadership Greater Little Rock Class 
XXX (30) graduate. A native of McGehee, Ark., Libby is a 1994 graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University where she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications (Adver-
tising/Public Relations). She and her son, Tanner, live in Little Rock and are members of 
Immanuel Baptist Church of Little Rock.

LIBBY DOSS LLOYD
AUDIO VISUAL/OVERALL/DESIGN JUDGE 

Director of Communications
Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

DAVID LEWIS

FRANK LOCKWOOD
NEWS/FEATURE WRITING JUDGE 

Religion Editor
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

PHOTOGRAPHY JUDGE 

Retired Photographer/
Communications Professional
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STACI VANDAGRIFF
PHOTOGRAPHY JUDGE 

Staff Photographer
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

ADENA J. WHITE, APR
PR/DEVELOPMENT/AUDIO VISUAL JUDGE 

PR/Communication Strategist 

Staci was the chief photographer for the Jonesboro Sun for four years before starting 
at the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette in 2018. She is an award recipient for Arkansas 
Associated Press Media Editors spot news photograph, Arkansas Press Association Better 
Newspaper Editorial Contest single feature photograph, single sports feature photograph, 
single sports action photograph and single news photograph. She is a 2014 graduate of 
Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, Ark., with a degree in graphic communications. 

Adena J. White, APR is an accredited public relations professional with nearly 15 years of 
experience leading communications efforts for nonprofits. She has worked for the Conway 
(Arkansas) Area Chamber of Commerce for 10 years, first as director of communications 
and currently as part-time editor of its subsidiary, Conway Publications. Prior to her 
role at the Conway Chamber, Adena served as public relations coordinator for the 
University of Arkansas System’s Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, an educational institute 
and conference center. Adena founded Blackbelt Media LLC to help purpose-driven 
organizations advance progressive social change throughout the South through strategic 
communication and social-impact storytelling. Blackbelt Media produces the Blackbelt 
Voices podcast, which tells stories from and about Black folks down South that honor 
Black history, celebrate Black Southern culture, and shape the future of the region. Since 
it launched in September 2019, the podcast has been ranked among the Top 100 on Apple 
Podcasts and has been featured on OprahDaily.com (formerly O, The Oprah Magazine) 
and VanityFair.com. Adena obtained a bachelor’s degree in speech communication and 
journalism with an emphasis in public relations from Arkansas Tech University and was 
inducted into ATU’s Hall of Distinction in 2021 as a Distinguished Young Alumna. She 
also completed a master’s degree in applied communication studies from the University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock. In 2013, she achieved her Accreditation in Public Relations 
through the Public Relations Society of America.  Adena has served in leadership roles for 
PRSA at the Chapter, District, and National levels. She served on the board of directors 
for the Arkansas Chapter of PRSA for nine years and was elected president of the 
100-member chapter in 2019, making history as the first Black person to hold this office. 
She is a former executive board member for PRSA’s Association/Nonprofit Section and 
serves as co-chair of the National Communications Committee. She is also a member of 
the Independent Practitioners Alliance.
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